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Mombreuses sont les stars de la
musigue soul aujourdhui disparues:
Sam Cooke, Jackie Wilson, Marvin
Gaye, Mary Wells. ., Qu'est donc deve-
nue, 25 ans apres son apogee, la céle-
bre musique des Commitments, celle
qui est aujourd'hui écoutée dans le
monde entier, celle qui inspire le rap
et le hip-hop actuels ? Qu'est-il arrive
lorsque le disco est apparu sur les
ondes ? Durant 'été 1999, D, A, Pen-
nebaker, Chris Hegedus et |e jour-
naliste Hoger Friedman sont partis sur
les tfraces de ces legendes de la sou/
music qui n'ont j[amais cesse de tra-
vailler: Rufus Thomas, Wilson Pickett,
Sam Moore (« Sam and Dave »), Mary
Wilson (= The Supremes »), Carla Tho-
mas, Isaac Hayes, Jemy Butler et les
Chi Lites... A toutes ces guestions,
Jerry Butler qui chante dans le film,
nous répond « Only the strong survi-
ve » (Seuls les meilleurs survivent). ..

Many of the great names in soul music
have passed into musical heaven: Sam
Cooke, Jackie Wilson, Marvin Gaye,
Mary Wells among them. Some 25
years after the hits stopped coming,
what has happened to the music that
is today listened to the world over and
which served as the ."nspj.fatraﬂ for rap
and hip-hop? What happened when
disco took over? In the summer of
1898, D. A Pennebaker and Chris
Hegedus, with journalist Roger Fried-
man, launched info a mission to find and
record the great soul stars who never
stopped working: Rufus Thomas, Wil-
son Pickett, Sam Moore (of Sam and
Dave), Mary Wilson (of The Supremes)
Carla Thomas, Isaac Hayes, Jery But-
ler and the Chi Lites. How do they keep
going? Indeed, as Jerry Butler sings
in the film, “Only the Strong Survive”,

D. A. Pennebaker

D. A. Pennebaker fait ses premiers pas
de realisateur en 1953 avec son court
métrage Daybreak Express, hommage
a une chanson de Duke Elligton, En
1958, il rejoint Drew Associates, un
groupe de realisateurs reunis autour de
Robert Drew, avec qui il développera la
premiére camera portable 16 mm syn-
chronisant limage et le son. Cette avan-
cée technique permet a D. A, Penne-
baker de devenir 'un des pionniers du
¢ Cineéma Venrteé », avec des classiques
comme Don't Look Back (1965 et
Monterey Pop (1968). Il signe récem-
ment Down From the Mountain avec
Chris Hegedus et Nick Doob, autour de
la musique du film de Jeel et Ethan
Coen, O Brother Where Art Thou?

D A Pennebaker made his flmmaking
debut with the 1953 short Daybreak
Express, set fo a Duke Eflington song.
In 1959, he joined Drew Associates, a
group of filmmakers organized by
Robert Drew which developed the first
portable 16 mm synchronized camera
and sound system. This technological
development helped Pennebaker and
his colleagues establish what became

new shie of fiimmaking came such dlas-
sics as Don't Look Back (1965) and
Monterey Pop (1968). His most recent
film, with Chris Hegedus and Nick Doob,
is Down From the Mountain based on
the music of Joel and Ethan Coen's O
Brother Where Art Thou?

Chris Hegedus

Ciplomée des Beaux-Arts, Chns Hege-
dus commence sa carriere comme
caméraman pour 'hopital de luniversi-
té du Michigan. En 1975, elle se rend
a New York et devient directrice de la
photographie sur un film féministe
controversé, Born in Flames de Lizzie
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Borden Sa collaboration avec D, A Pen-
nebaker commence en 1976 avec
Town Bloody Hall et se poursuivra avec,
entre autres, les celebres documentar
res musicaux quils coréalisent sur Jimi
Hendrix, John Lennon, Otis Redding,
ainsi gue The War Room documentaire
nommé aux Oscars, sur la campagne
présidentielle de Bill Clinton en 1983,
Startup.com est son dernier film,

After graduating with a degree in Fine
Arts, Chris Hegedus began her career
as a cameraperson for the the Univer-
sity of Michigan Hospital In 1975, she
moved to New York City where she
worked as director of photogaphy on
Lizzie Borden's controversial feminist
film, Bom in Flames. Her collaboration
with D. A Pennebaker began in 1976
with Town Bloody Hall and continued
with other famous music documentanes
they co-directed on Jimi Hendrix, John
Lennon, Otis Redding, as well as the

scar nominated The War Room, about
Bill Clinton's 1993 presidential campaign.
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Filmographie commune

The Energy War (doc, 1978) / Town
Bloody Hall (doc, 1979) / Elliot Carter
at Buffalo (doc, 1980) / Delorean (doc,
1981) / Rockaby(doc, 1981) / Dance
Black America (doc, 1983) / Shake
- Otis at Monterey (doc, 1986) /
Suzanne Vega (doc, 1987) / Sweet
Toronto (doc, 1988) / Depeche Mode
101 (doc, 18989) / Jerry Lee Lewis
(doc, 1990) / Little Richard (doc,
1991) / Comin' Home (doc, 1991) /
The War Room (doc, 1993) / Victoria
Williams — Happy Come Home (doc,
1997 ) / Searching for Jimi Hendrix
(doc, 1998) / Moon over Broadway
(doc, 1998) / Bessie (cm, 1999) /
Down From the Mountain (doc, 2001)




