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THE ULTIMATE WAR FILM, MAKING EVEN
A MASSACRE SEEM UNDERSTANDABLE

IN the final analysis, I suppose the mad-
ness doesn’t matter.
Vietnam was a mad war anyway so it is

natural that the film which provides its final = away over the horizon. But essentially it was a messy love

; ISR T , story with aspiration beyond its aeccomplishment. The Deer

epitap h should have a,-hlstqry ﬁ,Of madne_ss. R Hunter could have been about any war anywhere. It dealt
The film is|Apocalypse NowJ The star is Marlon  ‘with the Impact that war makes on a tightly knit group.

Brando. The man who made it 1s Francis Ford Coppola. Apocalypse Now is totally different. What it shows is

= o : i America transplanted to another country for which there
It h_as 1ts New York premiere tomorrow. England will Is little ‘sympathy and no understanding .
see 1t before the end of the year. | ' - ‘A colonel in .charge ot the airborne cavalry who goes
Apocalypse Now Is madness made magnificent. For two- _4anto action wearing a Civil War hat but no helmet says
thirds of its two hours and twenty minutes, it is a vital, " happily at the beginning of a dawn attack on an unprotected
throbbing masterpiece. 1t Is scary and funny and dramatic. ~ village : ‘I love the smell of napalm in the morning. It smells
And always it is powerful, the ultimate death trip told with  like victory.’ In print, that is gruesome. In the context of the
a total grasp of what makes entertainment. ~~~ 1ilm it has a kind of logic. ‘ _ i
If that is a contradiction in terms, it is deliberate. Five ... The Kids in American uniforms with pure faces are
years ago, after his huge successes with the two Godfather = Kkillers, often stoned on pot, straight out of universities or
1ilms, Coppola determined he would take the Vietnam  slums. You don’t hate them. You feel intensely sorry for
experience and try to explain to people what really went on them. Even the M4l Lai massacre, repeated here in niiniature,
It is the third film about Vietham to come out this year. 1s suddenly compnr hensible. . . :
But really it is the first—and certailnly the most important. In the front line they have steaks flown in from back
Coming Home, with Jane Fonda, had the war rumbling home and barbecues with ice-cold beer. They haven't got
. 2 7 - . | .. women. Right-—a platoon of g0-20
aancers with riiles between their naked
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. P | . ‘ . from an wuncertain final 30 minutes
Time off from torture : Break for a ‘prisoner’ during filming the film is a unique experience.

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



.
rr ¥ =
a2 n b b =

RO .-_:..'.... -
M LR
-'.':-J:.l:fr‘iﬁ:" :"_" .I - _'rrl.ll_ et
: M F b .

] r
¥ F"‘ll'

Marlon Brando, head shaved for the part, as the America
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officer who goes berserk.
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