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| Samuel Fuller’'s THE

,“ ETEEL HELMET (1951),
| based on his story and

! screenplay, with Gene Ev-
ans, Robert Hutton, Steve

and Richard Loo, looks
like one of Roger Cor-
man’s Z productions, but
His, nonetheless. Fuller’s
first breakout movie for
general audiences. By an-
choring a Korean War tale
the no-nonsense surviv-
philosophy of Evans’s
Sergeant Zack, Fuller
brought the same kind of
neéw, trench-level perspec-
tive to war movies that
ames Jones was bringing
the war novel. Evans,
enceforth a Fuller regu-
ar, is remarkably convinc-
ing both amid exotic sym-
Is of fate and the kind of
day-to-day survival tactics
i that only a filmmaker who
had experienced war first-
hand would think of in-
cluding in a screenplay.
This very strange combat
! movie begins with a fresh

and forceful rescue mis-
sion, stages an eerie stalk-
| ing of snipers in a fog-
| bound orchard, and
climaxes with a showdown
in miniature. Fuller’s very
graphic if half-baked ori-
entalism adds a mystical

Brodie, James Edwards, |

touch to the Korean kill-
ing fields. The entire pro-

| duction resonates with an

ambitious sobriety not of-
ten associated with
Fuller's lurid reputation.
(Cofeature: Douglas Sirk’s
Shockproof, with a script

. by Fuller) Thalla Soho:

3:30, 6:30, 9:30
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