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) AL-YEMEN

(BILENT)

Produced by Mejrabpomillim-Promethus
expedition. Releasad by Amikino. Directed
'by Vidimir Shneldesrov. I"hotographer,
"Ilya Toltchan. At the Cameo, XN. 33
week beglaaing Jan. 9. Running time, G«
-ﬂﬂm‘- ) L . ;

. It may have been the German end
of the expedition partnership as
represented by Promethus, or it
may have been due to the subject
matter of this travelog of an
Arabian peninsula that prevented
'Russe phenagling with titles or
 photography, but, considering the

 gource of this plicture’'s manufac- .

'ture, there is a surprising lack of,
~ propaganda. Photography is okay
and the travelog is worth comimer-
cial showings tor arties in met cen-~
ters. It's a museum film elsewhere
‘'and principally for schools.
" From the meagre Information
generally current about Yemen, or
its Arablan relationship, there 1is
room for commendation for the film
men in going up against the re-
1igious fanaticlsm of Bedouins and
other Arabian tribes. Little doubt
that the Mejrabpomfilm-Promethus
‘expedition is the first to have made
‘such a detailed photographic record
and in moving celluloid. But there
have been plenty of expeditions into.

Yemen is anclent, mysterious and
ominous. The Queen of Sheba may,
have once ruled the kingdom. Once!
it alvo was the seat of an independ-.

ent Hebrew kingdom, but _the!

Yemenites date back ‘from ;thE;_
Prophet -days. In Arablic “yemen™
means “right hand” or *“to: the

right.” It's - similar in . Hebrew
though pronounced ‘“yemin.” May
have come from the fact that the
Yemen peninsula is “to the right”
of Arabia. Descendents of Shem
and Ishmael chew on ghat, which s
a drug leaf, and smoke nargile, a
sormhambulistic hyper. Only the
native Jews do not. If the film rec-!

ords. are correct Yemen igs an In-|

dependent Arabian State in the!
sputhwest corner of the Arabian!
peninsula. I1t's hetween the Tropic!
of Cancer and the Equuter, On one
wide s the Xed Sea, on the other
1ies the Indian Oceun. Around 3,-
‘000,000 population compbsed of
many Adifferent tribes-—all Moslemns
exeent the 150,000 Jews.,

 Wide divergence in living bhetween!
the latter and the native Arabs iy
clely suown.  The Jewlish gquar-
teer iy spic and thelr clothes are
- well made though™ in native style.
A Hebrew scehiool s shown and also
":1 svnagog service. B
| Terraced gardenys are shown and
'palin tree huts where natives jive,
CAlso sheiks’ castles and  mosqnes,

.
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‘There is a climax in a parade by
the kingdum’'s riflemen which brings
4 dugh, The ghat leaves and the
nargile smoking has them doing
naneuvers cockeyed. _As usual, it
iwinds up with native war dances
and two men do an athletic dagger
dance, or something like 1t. that
would be a sensation on a stage.

- Scenic shots of the mountains

and the villages, no roads and relics

~iof builldings from early centuries

are shown.

i Arabian perf:cution has shifted
many of the native Jews to Pales-

gtine and it may be there are not as
many in Yemen as the film tries

to state. It doesn't show or explain
efther.

~ But {f Yemenite Arabs chew ghat

- and smoke nargile, as shown there

may be a reason when the heat
,keeps blazing away to keep this
country at 135 degrees farenheit in

the shade, and there isn't much of
ithat shade, , -, Shan. |
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