CineFiles

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

'Dodes'ka-den' a shantytown drama

Kevin Thomas

Los Angeles Times

1971 Jun 10
review

English

Dodes'ka-den, Kurosawa, Akira, 1970

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



18 PartiV-Thurs, June 10,1971 %pg Anacles Tines

‘Dodes’ka-den’ a
Shantytown Drama

L BY KEVIN THOMAS

Tirmnes Statf Writer

Toho La Baea) is Akira

Kurosawa's first fiim in~

five yvears, It is a master-
piece. | |
. In that time Kurosawa,
Japan's most famous di-
rector, underwent an abor-
tive attempt to make the
Japaneze portions of
"Tora! Tora! Tora!" and la-
ter suffered a serious
breakdown. |
- Prior to that he had
spent three years on "Hed
Beard,” during which he

also became ill, demanded

a. perfec:uamam that be-
came legendary and saw
the breakup of his long
collaboration with Taa‘nw
Alifune.

Therefore, it is not sur-
‘prising that ‘Dodes'ka-den"
is the kind of film that
could only have-been
made by a man who has
seen it all, lived through it
all and survived the w orst.

This superb picture,
adapted from Shugoro Ya-
mamoto's *The Town
Without Seasons,” un-
blinkinglv embraces
mankind in all its strength
and follv, love and hatred,
comedy and tragedy, 1o

make a profound affirma-

‘tion of life. "Dodes'ka-den”
is one of this year's—and
any other's—most impor-
tant pictures.

Alongside Dump

It is the drama of a
sha ntytown community
alongside a dump outside

a large city, perhaps To-
k}*o itself. |

"Dodes'ka -den,” which
fransiates as "clicketv-
ciack,” is what a mentally
retarded vouth calied
Roku-chan, who opens and

ciozes the f{ilm, keeps re-

peating in himsell as he
chugs up and down’a path
-cleared amidst debris,
operating an imaginary
Streetcar.
. From this mtmductmn
the film becomes a series
of stunnin« Hrrzwt"ﬂ: 11
volving practic 1313 aii the
tiny
tants anil
“man natgre
moods and
ing as a kind of a Greek
chorus are a groun of
housewivez who gather
arsund a communal water
spignt to do their wash
.ana gossin.

Same of the citizens are
r e markably  courageous,
such as the

reu&alm? I
in all i3

{at the

_ recalls).

(,me Jﬂ,nilv = 31.\;:‘& J”"‘

aspects, Serv-

patsied man

who defends his rude and |

dominating wife to his in-

sulted guests or the elder-
ly jeweler who quietly

persuades a thief fo take
~ his money but not  his

tools and another time

succeeds in getting a’

yvoung drunkard to turn
over to him a sword he's

“brandishing wildly,

Sake Drinker
Some are incrediblv

selfish and slothful, .like

the sake drinker who

would rather drive his

sick wife's niece to col-
lapse than help her with
the tedious task of making
the paper flowers that
pays for his booze.

And some are tragically

~ foolish, like the father who
lives in a world of fantasy

so completely, concentrat-
ing on building a house of
gold, that he canmt face

how - desperately il is his

small son, one of those
children who calmly ac-
cept the grimmest of reali-
tics without comprehend-
ing the enormity of their
hm‘r#nd OUSTISES

Everv moment of "Do-
des'’ka-den” is intensely

alive—indeed, larger than
life. Never has Kurosawa

made so simple a fiim (ex-
cept perhaps for his ver-
sion of "The Lower
Depths,”

Yet it is stylized just '
enough to give a height-
ened, almost theatrical
sense of reality that grace-
fully incorporates fantasy
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which this film r

FEATURED — Hiroyu-
ki Kawase appears in
"Dodes’ka-den’ at the
Toho La Brea Theater.

sequences and uses color
in rich, imaginative ways.
*Ag  always Kurozawa
commands ensemble work
from his east, in this in-
stance a largely unfamili-
ar one that is umfermly

-impeccable.

By the time Roku-chan
takes his journey to no-
where that Clﬂbe“ﬁ the {ilm
he symbolizes the inesca-
pability - of fate and the

. ceaseless attempt to trans-

cend it with imagiﬁation——-—'
i.e., art—and the creator of
“Pabhomon T "Seven Sa-

murai® and "ikiru" has re-

turned in triumph.



