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ZBEI.LISStMA
uChino visconii directed Anna Magnani in

this often comic but remarkably moving
drama of a working class woman who en-
ters her daughter in a film sfudio’s competi-
tion 1o find ‘bellissima.” the most beautiful
child in Rome, for a big partin a new movie,
Pursuing this chance to fuifilt all her dreams
through her child, Magnant's ambition be-
comes obsession, and olsession becomes
fragedy, as the mother is conned and the
daughter exploited.

Directed by Luchino Visconti

italy, 1954

Black and white, 142 minutes, 16mm
ltalian dialog with English subtities

Renital: $450 NI/

", . .one of the best films of both Visconti
aond its stor Anna Magnaoni . . . Q Clgssic
performance . . . Although we generally
associate neo-reqlism with tragedy. there
were some comedies in the styie. Surely,
none was beffer than Bellissima.” — Kevin
Thomas, Los Angeles Times

"Anna Magnani’s (is}] an emotional thun-
derburst of @ performance . . . her mater-
nol fury is a glory to behold, but its emo-
tiona! force is built up very slowly and
solidly In a series of scenes in which the
many facefts of her womanly nature are
brilliantly iffurinated.” — Andrew Sarris, The
Village Voice

" top-drawer handling in proguction,
thesping and direction. Miss Magnani has
rarely been better . . . colorful cast of pro-
fessionals and non pros is given a perfect
blending under Luchino Visconti's sensifive
direction . . . resulting reqlism ond depth
are outstanding.”—Howk., Variety

“IMagnanij runs the gamut from lqughter
to teaqrs, buffoonery 1o insight with tronsi-
tions sO lightning fast they fake your
breath away . . . Next to her, oll other
screen actors ook like they're sleeping on
their feet.” — David Ehrenstein, LOS Angeles
Herald Examiner

Y. . .perhaps Visconti's warmest comedy
.. . Magnani is at her most extraordinary.”
— Paufine Koel, 5001 Nights at the Movies

", ..Q tour de force for its mogneftic star

.. . [Bellissima] was designed for her not in-
considerable talents. . . Miss Magnani is 'on
stage’ alimost continuously and in explo-
sively fine fettie.”— The New YoOrK Times
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