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The Naked Night  Gycklarnas Afton I
England, Sawdust and Tinsel; in France, La
. Nuit des forains. (1953) — Written and di-
rected by Ingmar Bergman, the film is set in
the circus world at the turn of the century.
It opens with a flashback shot on different
6lm stock: a clown’s wife—a dumpy, mid-
dle-aged woman—bathes exhibitionistical-
ly in view of a whole regiment of soldiers;
the clown comes and takes her away. From
there the story moves to the circus owner,
Ake Groenberg, and his voluptuous mis-
tress, Harriet Andersson; this swinish Circe
betrays him, and is In turn betrayed, and
they go on together. The atmosphere sug-
gests E. A. Dupont’s 1925 flm, Varnely,
with Emil Jannings, but has upsetting qual-
‘ties all its own. There is an erotic scene be-
tween Miss Andersson and Hasse Ekman,
as a seducer-actor, that leaves audiences
slightly out of breath. The Naked Night is
one of the bleakest of Bergman’s films: no
one is saved from total damnation; life is a
circus, and the people are gross clowns; it 1s
2 round of frustration, humiliation, and de-
feat. Yet this heavy, mawkish Expression-
ism, of a kind widespread in Germany in
the 20s, was extraordinarily popular with
young Americans in the late Gos. With
Anders Fk, Gunnar Bjornstrand, and Ake
Fridell. In Swedish. b & w
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