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‘.. . Nightfall’

Claude Chabrol is again rep-

resented with “‘Just Beigre
Nightfall,” anothwmﬁqler
comstderably below "La Fem-
me Infidele”” but better than
its immediate predecessor.
La Rupture.” and again star-
ring Stephane Audran and Mi- -
chel Bouquet. who together
with Francois Perier beauti-
fully perform an unlikely and
hollow charade which is all
stvle and of spurious content.
Bouquet has murdered his
mistress, the wife of his best
friend Perier. who forgives
him, as does his own wife Au-
dran. when she learns of 1t
but he cannot forgive himself.
The film explores every fac-
et of his exquisite agony but
despite the fine acting of all
concerned and visually gor-
geous moments Chabrol is ca-
pable of almost effortlessly

creating. I never believed that

Bouquet would cheat on Au-
dran. although the reverse
provided the drama of ""La
Femme Infidele.” his master-
piece. and what tollowed was
simply a dutitul exercise in
chic sterility. prettily  pack-

-aged in multi-colored ribbons.
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