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RON VOYAQE/AVENTURE MALGACHE
By Tam Milne

Two nugyes for the Hitchcock compledst. Arriving in
London ar the end of 1943, anxicus to do his bir for the war
effort after compledng Lifeboat, Hitcheock - through the
mediation of Sidney Bernsrein - found himeelf making two
hulf-hour featurettes for the Mintsrry of [nformation. Both
were shot In French, using v ad hoc group called the
Moliete Players, and intended
solely (no English versions were
prepared) for propaganda
purposes, encouraging resisrance
in Frwoce and, especially, her
colonies, Despite rough edges and
occasionally recalcitrant cattle
among the cast, both films are
surprisingly ambitlous, beautifully
shot by the great ex.Ufa
cameramun Gimther Krampf, and
fascinating for their wealth of
Hitchcockery. . ST

Bon Voyage might almaost fit n as Ny | ’ i
any episode for Hiteh’s later TV G prike
sertes. A Scottish RAF air gunner, Rem Vayage '
who hxs escaped from 1 POW camp in Germany and made ir
safely back to Britain, is betng interrogated by a Free Froneh
Intelligence officer, As he explaing how he was helped and
guided by a Polish fellow-escopee, we warch (in flashback) the
perilous last stages of his journey theough Frances, passed
trom hand to hand by ambivslent strangers through a sertes
of sinister rendcavous that - he hopes - adds up to an
underground Resistance network. In London. though, he
learns that the Pole was not whar he seemed. And we plunge
straight back into a re-run of the outney, with details thar
seerned off-key before now properly in tune, and a fresh
petspective that reveals how the machinating Gestapo is
finally hoist by trs own petard. Ons thinks, oddly, and
admittedly i mote conventional terms, of Hitch's laver
gemes with perception In Vertigo.

Avenmure Malgachc is very different, and in some wayr less
rewarding. It was made, as Hitcheock Jater told Frangois
Truffaut, to expound the inner conflicts which divided the

tortucus. At the dme, though, this was an ares sensidve
enough to make the film an object of official suspicion, end it
was never rcleased,
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