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Battle of RRiver Plate
(BRITISHmV'VIbION—COLGR}

hnically impressive film-
tion of defeat of Graf Spee
dirst major naval encounte
sectmé World Warzvq f
London, Nov, 6.
release of a Mwhael Powell and
. Pressbur roduction. Stars
‘Gregson, 4@ Quavie and Peter
Finch; features Bernard lee and lan
u‘ta en, produced and directed
Powell znd Emeric Press-
3:‘3. Christopher Chllis;: edi-
g.lnaid AMills; music, Brian Easdale.

wn. Lelcester Square, London.
nlng time, 119 MINS.

aémn -7 )
Comimodore Harwood..
Captain Langsdorif

John Gregson
..Anthony Quayle
Feter Finch
Jack Gwillim
vesssersnereer Bernpard Lee
.+ Lionel Murton
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Captain Dove
Mike Fowler ........

Mr. Millington-Drake....Anthony Bushell
Captain McCall ...... Michael Goodliffe
Lieut. Commander vesuy Patrick MacNee
Pr. Oangmann ..... ...}h John Chandos
Mr. Desmouling ..cceeee Dﬁu lu Wilmer
Ray Martin .covsvvtensns liam Squire
Capt Varelf. veeveoss Huger Delgado

iiiii

Lapt. Stubu sssessss Andrew Cruickshank
Mznu Chiristopher Lee

e aens g& Edward Atienza
,Do €8 vrvvnososmiofonees April Olrich

By if{s selection for the Royal
Command film gala, “Battle of

River Pilate’’ has garnered top
quality ublmt which should be
of immense h *i promotion and
exploitation. ?I‘hai aid won't go
amiss for, d te its impressive
technical achfVements, it's lack-
ing in human’ emotional and dra-
matic qualmes It will need inten-
sive selling, both in Britain and
m'e?eu 10 help it make the b.o.

ade. - -

Defeat of the Grat Spee was the

first majm"‘navamm
ain in the last big war and, as such,
takes a prominent place in histary
Apdrt from the strategy involved,
as also an exercise in subter-
and diplomacy. All these
are neatly and simply
bmught out in the Michael Pswei
merw Pressburger f{ilmization.
at they have failed to do, how-
ever, is to achieve any degree of
characterization for the three naval
commanders who led the British
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ans' more poweriul pocket bal-

T ;'gmsers to victory against the Ger-

- the lightj
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leship. Indeed, the only reallv
qympathetlc charag\gr emerging

from the scrcen play 13 the skipper
of the enemy shjp,

The battle. aequences In which
t . British cruisers .
close in o Craf S pee and give |
with all their fxrepower until they
force the enemy to take shelter in’
Montevideo harbor, are powerful, :
exciting and technically impres-*
sive. However, there is some con-

fusion as to ddy tity of the
individual cru -
Story is giv en a’ neat fwist by

'the diplomatic exchanges which

take
%sheltermg The British Minister in

TTAS written, - produced and di-
rected by Powell and Pressburger,

layers are almost secondary
fne ships themselves.. John
son, as the cskipper of the

Jxeter; Anthony Quayle, commo-

ore on the Ajax: lan Hunter, cap--
of the Ajax, anmmlhm

D the Achilles hright
ayals. Peter Fingh. gets the
ﬂn role as the Ge¥man captain,
Queemerges as a warm, sincere
+kindly person. This attitude is

ped by, Bernard Lee’s interpre-
atitm of ptain Dove, skipper of

a m ich had been'
suhk bV, Spee, L}ieﬁel
Murton, a ﬁmmentater An-.

thony Bushell, as the Briti¢h Min- |
t’er—mmm

ister; and Pe *the i

fUmguavan forexgn % lead |
‘an experienced suﬂgn m cast
— Muyro.

Fers
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than be outnumbered

place while the Graf Spee is

Montevideo deliberately allows the
leakage of a report that other
Allied naval vessels are hurrying
to the scene. When the Nazi battle-
ship is obliged to leave harbor, the
captain chooses to scuttle, ratherﬁ
by his
enemy. The atmosphere in Monie-
video is hezghtened by a series of
on-the-spot dramatic broadcasts to:

tha U.S., a device which is most
effective.
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