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THE M., H. DE YOUNG MEMORTAL MUSEUM
presents

| BOUDU SAVED FROM DROWNING

e

Directed by Jean Renoir. Script by Renoir from a play by René
Fauchois, Photographed by Marcel Lucien, Music by Raphael.
With Michel Simon, Charles Grandval, Marcelle Hainia.

. o — - . . -

"Jean Renoir's Boudu Saved From Drowning was made in
France..when talkies were new and subtitling had not yet becomes
a standard procedure, and so, 1like many other films of the early
sound period, it was not imporied. Some of those talkies waited
a few years, some a few decadesy others are still waitingeee.

"Boudu is a more leisurely film than we are used to now,
not that it is long, or slow, but that the camera isn't in a
rush, the action isn't overemphatic, shots linger on the screen
for an extra split sccond - we have time to Jook at them, to
take them in. Renoir is an unobtrusive, unselfconscious story-
tellers he doesn't make points, he doesn't rub our noses in
'meaning'. He seems to find his story as he tells it...He is not’
a director to force things; he leawes a lot of open spaces. This
isn't a failure of dramatic techniques..Boudu is & e.esstory told
in an open way, and it is the openess to the beauty of landscape
and weather and to the vericties of human folly which is Renoir's
artistry. He lets a movie breathe. '

"Boudu is a tramp saved from suicide by a bookseller who
takes him into his home and tries to do for him what decent,
generous people would try to co -- make him over in their own
solid-bourgeois image, make him one of them. But Boudu is not a
lovable tramp like Chaplin nor a Harry Langdon innocent nor a
precursor of the artist-in-rebellion tramp like Alec Guinness's
Gulley Jimsun or Sean Connery's Samson Shillitoe. Boudu, bearded
and long-haired like a premature Hell's Angel, is a dropout who
just wants to be left alones And this may help to explain why
the nmovie wasn't imported earlier: he doesn't want romance or a
job or a place in society (1ike the forlorn little hero of A Nous
La Liberté¢), he isn't one of the deserving poor. There's no re-
deeming political message in Boudu and no faney Shavian
double talk either.

"Boudu is the underside of middle-class life, what's given
up for respectability. Ve agree to be clean and orderly and re-
sponsible, but there is sunmcthing satisfying about his refusal.,
There's a kind of inevitability - like someone acting out our
dream - about the way he spills wine on the table, leaves the
water running in the sink, wipes his shoes on the bedspread.
There's a kind of inevitability = like someone acting out our
dreagp. There's some disorderly malice in him...The loose walk,
the eyes that don't communicate, the Margaret Rutherford jaw and
the Charles Laughton sneaky self-satisfaction are not those of
a man who rejects society: rejection is built into him, he merely
acts it out. This, too, does not make the film easy for audiences:
it is so much nicer to respond to a Georgy Girl, knowing that a
pretty actress is putting us on, OnE Of ea.(the)e.sereviewers com-
plained that Michael Simon 'misses completely..He is gross
where he should be drolle. He does wrong all the things that
Fernandel later was to do right.!'! That's rather like c.mplaining
that Olivier in The Entertainer is no Tony Bennett."

~Pauline Kael, Kiss Kiss Bang Bang
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