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EL*jéifgq 7. HidF Mem. Film  Soc.

“PHE SOCTAL SECRETARY"| (Trisngle-Fins Arts, rel: Jept.10 1916) g

— - Directed by Sidney Frankiin; scenario by Anlta Loosy 5 reels i
Aith Norma Talmadpe, Gladden James, Kate Lester, Erich von Stroheim,; Helen
Welr, Herbert French, Vivia Ogden. -

"The Coclal Secretary® was Norma Talmadge's eixth st&rrine venicle for Flid.
irts, following close on the heels of "The Devil’s Heedle", snd 1t was the
first.to be filmed on the Fast Cozsi. Some of the VY exteriors, especially
urner Riverside Drive, are quite fesoinatins, and apmarently quite a number of
noni-studlo interiors were used, causing the film to have "the most magnificent
cettings ever seen on the screen® according to Triangle's 1916 publicity
hooxiets, although in the face of eariier G=»1Ifith, Prenon and Delillle sets,
tiis claim 4s a2 1ittle hard to swallow! Sidney Franklin's name 1is curlous.y
and conspicuously absent not only from the oHrint itself, but from 2il the
Triangle publicity of the period too. Certainly,. dirsctorially, it's inferior
13 Z.reelers he‘d done earlier for Reliance, but cven so it's an odd and
unexplained omission, It's frankly a rather stodgy little film, like so rany
of the lesser Inces and Fine Arts, but it's still an interesting period plece,
quilte fast-noving even if uot markedly eveatful, and notable for scme of vhe
movt outrapeous scenarv.chewinc that even T»isgh von 3trsneim ever perpetratedd
Tha oripinal Triangie paBlicity has this to sar: "rhale ol Trlangle pleturus
sre- olean pletures, the Talmedzs pictures are as a.ruse exesptlonalily adapied
for »romotion as plays which women and chiillrem may be especially invited %o
vee, They hizve what may be celied a family appeal. because they deal with
condl tions In the home, "The Socinl Sacretery® is a healthy, wholesome piay®.
I'm arly sorry that we can't reconstruct tihe detailed musical score outlined
in thy nubilecity,; sirce (apart fiom indicating that telephone bells ring ac
sos monutea, and chira crashes st 24) it recomaends tho use of sueh
intrigviirg-sounding pileges ag "Creevpy Creevs® and "Dalanby Daffodlls®.
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