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ROMA: CITTA APERTA

[(GFEH CITY)

(healy/ 19045 107 minutes 540.4)
ltalian Dialogue with English Subtitles,

Ivigected by Hoberto. Rossellini < Sereenplay
by  Sergio Amidel,  Federico  FPellini and
Rossellini Produced by Excelsa Film
(Rosselling). Players: lone Magmani, Marcello
Pagliorn,  Aldo Fabvizi and & cont of non
professioaal aclory,

Women, children and a priest are allies
collaborating 10 proiect  underground
leaders from the ruthless hunt of the
pestapo  in this  gremt  film - probably
e landmark of the halian neo-realist
movement. Open Ciry brought a harsh,
immediate involvement with the fears,
betravals and herotsm of the underground
war against the Nazis in laly.

The passion and the intensity of this
very human resistance are personified
by the great Anna Magnani as she runs
desperately alter a truck bearing off her
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lover - mnnming on her leet ax lar as Shi
can, fallimg to her knees and still g =
tempting 1o follow the ruck and. finol e |
Falling Tat in the streer and sill shithenng

crawling after the truck, never one&
stopping  her pleadings and entreati % -

There are no happy endings: there m.r
only the comedy that desperate effoats
sometimes recruit. mixed with cour#e
carelessness, failure and terror. O
Cirv was made by people who had Iived
close to what they portrayed.

Production on the film began wi enN
the Germans still occupied Rome and
continued as they withdrew. Cipre '
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“ . here was the insistent convictioN
of the real thing. after years of ha
Hollywood resistance mavie, with
bosus accents and brave little gesiuges
and  studio  mock-ups of Europ€AN
lowns,”

_Penclope Hou-toN
The Contemporary Cin€mk
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