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Screenpley by William E. C PFalrehild, adapted from the nuval by Joseph

Conrad . Dacors by Wincentc ¥orda. Photographed by John Wilcox Edited by

Bert Bates Music v Brian Easdale Original length: 102 minutes  Ameri -

can ralease length: 393 aminutes A Lopert Film, released by United Artitts
Directed by SIR CAROL REED

On the whole, the works of Joseph Conrad have been shamefully neg-
lectad by Che motion picture world. Wnile he enjoyad a short popularicy
in the silent perisd, fev sound films have been mads from hizs novels and
stories, with & few notable axceptions

Although ane might think that the sea novels of Conrad would be &
natural choice for soviemakers, this has not bsen the case in actual prac-
tice The first major use of his work occurred in 1936 when two novels,
which form & sort of duo of "international evwil™ &s Conrad called it, ap-
pedred on the screen. Onhe was Alfred Hitchcook's Sabe which was based
on the novel (and play) The Secret t (not o be ¢ ed with Hitehcock's
£1ln of the sawe name and year, which 18 based on Somerset Maugham) The

cther was Karce Allegyat’s Mar Western Eyes .

In tha more recent pariod, only two msjor Conrad-based films have sp-~
paared, although Lord ﬁ is currently hﬂim filmed. Ome was The Secret

3 which formed ) of the film Face Tov Face (1952) and the other is
An Qutcast Of The Islands.

Tonight's £film is based on & novel which Conrad wrote in 1896 as a
sequal, to one of his mosSt popular works, 's Foll In this eariier
mval, Conrad finizhed off his character as a addict living
in the ruinsg of his toading post In the film, mammtlyga pack to

sy sarlier pericd in Almayer's life for a truly chilling story of the de-
yaneration of character in the tropies.

One of the reasons why Conrad has been sc little on the scresn 1s the
basic difficulty of trans J.,.m his Moy, dark world of the mind inte
terms of cinsna. In An t st §; & reasonsbly good attempt
nas been made, but tha a on is far parfect. The blackest of
villains, Willems, has haan mft‘mad & bit, and a few of the more sordid
touches of the story have been ramovad.
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On the positive side, the ending of the £ilm is an Improvement over
the original, which gets out of hand. Lingard and Willems "have it ocut®
in & beautifully directed and acted scene which neatly straightens cut
many of the tangled threads of the plot.

In order to do the £fila as well 3s possible, 8ir Carol Resd took his
actors to {eyion. This director, whose suprene talent is the adaption of
iiterary classics, alsc has a fine eve and ear for casting and selectad
three great performers for the central rolegs Sir Ralph Richardson as
Captain Lingard; Trevor Howard &8 Peter Willems, the weakling crushed,
ie3s because he is wicked then because he 1s waak; arnd RKobsrt Morley as
Amavear, Lingard®s selfish partner.

What is wrong with the film Is vhat is wrong with the personality of
the director. As one critie has written, "He is & great technician, but,
it sometimes Seams, 3 rather reluctant artvizt. Carol Reed has not strongly
ancouraged oritics wiw try o trace themes running through his works. His
most characteristic films are acscounts of betrayvals and loneliness; his
preferred character the haif-hero, the man on the run, the outeast or the
solitary intriguer; his special talent is in achieving tension through
stmocphsric pressure.”

It would be an exaggeraticn to say that the file does justice to
Con ad’s magnificent conception,; but its success, in the final analysis,
is greater than its failings.

David Stmamrt Hull
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We call to your attenticn the first of the seven Josef von Stemnberyg
programs offered by the Dartwmouth Film Scciety on Mondasy evening, The Last
%- This remarkable silent film featuring the great actor Bmil :
Y projectad at 8230 p.am. in Spaulding Auditoriuam,; whtich is air coadi-
tioned - Booklets with full information on the series are avaiigble at the
Hoplcing Center box office. Student membarships arae available at a reduced
rate of only two dollars for the entire seriss.
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