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he Living Record OF

l Dying Race

HE American Indian, who has never bother-
ed much about telling his own story to the
pale-face who just came from nowhere and
spread all over his land, has at last dug deep
into the records of his past and chronicled,
in “THE SILENT ENEMY?", the epic story

- - of his life and struggles in the Canadian

wilds during the thousands of years that preceded the coming

of Columbus.

The picture may properly be called the swan song of the
American Indian as a race—the death chant of Red Gods
and Red Men. And it was made just in the nick of time.
After three centuries of desperate struggle he is “done and
ready to depart”. In a few more years he will have joined
the Aztecs, the Incas, the Mayas, and the other proud, mys-
terious races that ruled over the Americas in the days before
the coming of the white man. With him also will vanish his
natural environment, the primeval forests he used to roam,
and the wild animals he used to hunt. Hence the picture,
made for the purpose of leaving a visual record for the America
that is to come of the America that used to be.

This is the first time that a race, realizing it is about to
die, has itself acted out its own story, on its original stage and
“with the original settings, as its final “beau geste™ to the race
that destroyed it. Hereditary chiefs of the Sioux, Blackfcot,
Cree, Penobscot and Ojibway, enemies of old, were gathered

from far and wide to make an old drama live again on its

ancient stage.
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