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e VR e SRR S Dino De Laurentiis
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Bosed on the novel “War and Peace” by Leo Tolstoy
Adaptation. . ....... Bridget Boland, Robert Westerby, King Vidor,
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THE STORY

HAVING brought most of the rest of Europe to its knees, the

invincible Napoleon Bonaparte has at last turned his atten-
tion to Russia. In Moscow, a young liberal named Pierre
Bezukhov (Henry Fonda) pays a visit to the household of his
good friend Count Rostov (Barry Jones) and the Countess (Lea
Seidl) . The Rostovs are re&dying their elder son Nicholas
(Jeremy Brett) to depart with the troops.
But the member of the family dearest to Pierre’s heart is its
vivacious thirteen-year-old daughter Natasha (Audrey Hepburn) .
After watching the departure of the troops with her, he goes to

a drunken tarewell carouse being given by the dissolute army .
othcer Dolokhov (Helmut Dantine). Illegitimate son of the
Czar’s trusted adviser, Count Bezukhov, Pierre has made undesir-
able acquaintances because of the equivocal position he occupies
unless his father wiil acknowledge him. His drunken spree is
broken in on when his closest, truest friend, moody young Prince
Andrey Bolkonsky (Mel Ferrer), arrives to tell Pierre that the
old Count is dying and has asked to see him.

‘On his deathbed, the elder Bezukhov at last acknowledges
Pierre as his heir. The estate the young man has inherited is great
enough to spark the interest of old Prince Vassily Kuragine
(I'ullio Carminati) and his beautiful daughter Helene (Anita
Ekberg) , and Helene sets out to lure the dazzled Pierre into mar-
riage. Meanwhile, Andrey—bored with society and his shy little
wife Lise, (Milly Vitale) —is preparing to go to the front on the
staft of General Kutuzov (Oscar Homolka), friend of his father,
stern old Prince Bolkonsky (Wilfred Lawson) .

Andrey goes off to join Kutuzov and on the disastrous battle
held of Austerlitz, he briefly rallies a routed Russian company,
falling with the flag in his grasp, being left for dead. His wounds,
however, are not fatal and he returns to the Bolkonsky estate to
find his terrified Lise dying in childbirth. Self-reproach and his
new disillusionment with military glory combine to make a
recluse of him.

During these same months, Pierre’s marriage to Helene has
not proven a happy one. The bride has made herself so publicly
conspicuous with the immoral Dolokhov that Pierre is compelled
to challenge his former friend to a duel; and, although he is no
match for the older man, he wounds Helene’s lover with a lucky
shot. Naturally, he considers his marriage over.

Summer comes to Russia once more, and Pierre introduces
his brooding friend Andrey to Natasha. Despite her youth,
Andrey falls completely in love with her and tells her so at a

court ball. But old Prince Bolkonsky insists his son must go away
tor a year before he will consent to their marriage. Romantic
and mexperienced, Natasha soon falls prey to the passionate suit
of unprincipled Anatole Kuragine (Vittorio Gassman). Too
late, Natasha discovers that Anatole has a wife and that she had
betrayed Andrey’s faith in her for nothing.

Pierre, belatedly aware that his fondness for Natasha has
ripened into love, goes back to his country estate. 1t is now the
scene of war, where Napoleon is engaging the Russian forces—
Andrey among them—in the Battle of Borodino. An eyewitness
to the horror and ruthlessness of war, Pierre no longer entertains
the admiration for Bonaparte (Herbert Lom) that sustained his
younger theorizing. The wily General Kutuzov withdraws to
allow Napoleon to over-extend himself by marching on to Mos-
cow. T'he Russian plan is to burn everything in the enemy’s path
and leave them at last far from home in an empty city without
supplies or resources.

Among the terrihed thousands who flee the undefended city,
as the French draw near, i1s the Rostov family. But Pierre has
remained behind in the doomed city, intending to assassinate the
glory-mad Napoleon for humanity’s sake.

At the last moment, however, he finds himself unable to kill
any man 1in cold blood. He is captured by the French and flung
into prison, where he encounters a peasant philosopher named
Platon (John Mills) whose commonsense view of life does much
to mature Pierre’s own thinking.

Ignorant of Pierre’s fate, the Rostovs have taken refuge in a
monastery far east of Moscow. Here, Andrey is brought dying
of new battle wounds. He and Natasha ate reconciled before his
death, and he leaves his small son in her care.

As winter closes in and supplies are unobtainable, Napoleon
realizes he must fall back from Moscow or starve. Among the
prisoners forced to accompany his retreating army are Pierre and
Platon. Platon dies, along with many others, during their grim
march. But Pierre lives to be freed by a riding troop of Cossacks,
although he sees Natasha's younger brother Petya (Sean Bar-
rett) fall in the encounter. He learns from Dolokhov, his former
enemy and now his rescuer, that his wife, Helene, has died.

T'he French meet final defeat at the Battle of Berezina. With
the return of peace, soldiers and civilians alike make their ways
back to their former homes. Among them 1s Pierre, who finds a
maturer and wiser Natasha. They know now that the future will
be shared by them together.
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