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By BOSLEY CROWTHER

AN TALBOT'S New York-
er Theater broke out &
series of new independent
films yesterday with the
American premiere showings
of Chris Marker's “The Kou-
miko Mystery?” and Peter
Goldman’s “FEchoes of Si-
lence,” both straight from the
ranks of the avantsgarde.
Of the two, Mr., Marker's

wistful study of a pretty Jap-

“anese girl whom he met and

examined wilh qucstions and
camera WwWhile covering for
Frenchh television the Olyvme
pic Games in Tokyo In 1064
is nmiore colorful and compres-
hensible, and {ts smiling,
almond-cyed star is certainly
at
than the gaggle of shabhy
Greonwich Village characters
that populate Mr. Goldman's
film. But the latter is more
penetrating as a job of snoop-

ing around with the camera,

and it manages to bring a
shapeless subject to a point
of poignant farewell,
©
The focal figure in Mr.
Goldman's exploration is a
sad-faced fellow named Mig-

~uel who s constantly looking
girls around the beoer

for
joints (and once at the Met-
but Is
always frustrated with them
when he gets them up to his
pad. Likewise, a couple of
other fellows and two evident
Lesbians are observed f{from
time to fime at their lethar-
gic and pitiable quests for
diverszion.

It is not a pleasant picture,
The environment s tawdry
and sad, and the pecoplo--

“well represented by amateur |

actors—have hunger and fear
in their cyes. But Mr. Gold-
man has put it together with-
out dialogue, with only crude,
hand-letter titie-cards to in-
troduce the haphazard epi-
sides, and with a total reliance
on music—an intercsting va-
rielv—to stimulate the car.

Photographed in a usually
heavy - shadowed black -and’-
white moving-camera style, it
gropes for a sense of sorrow
that now and again comes
through.

Mre, Marker's  shovler ple-
ture, In spiendid eolor, has a
cheeorful It and swinge et (L
bounces around Tokyo on the
trail of this amiuble, inarticu.
late girl, Koumike Muraoksa,
or duchks away from tinme to
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Iumiko Muraoka
The Casts
THRE XOURIKD RYSIIRY (1s Bt on
Keumika), writter,  girsoted po-c
graphed grnd gdted hye (1o Moyrbe-;
prodised  py  SntracmasAa-rlte A4 Lo

in rollabaration w'in Par-rpe-ial e,
fon of French drelogpsion, prpornt 4

Py New Yorker Fiumsg Running torne:
47 nrunyles.
Koymike ......... L Kymiky A¥,rant

an4
ECHOES OF SILFEMNLT: written, ofvp-ted
and pholotrraphed by Proler Grtsrmieng
protuced by ¢ Coliman a~1 pre.
senfed by the Fitm. ligbred Digt b tiny

Conter, Al the Hrw Yorier Tl-ater,
Broadway and Bt Stieet,  Buytanmg
time: 74 minvles,
Fliguel ... . v .. Rinosl € o
v*ra' 111111111 LB I U T T 1‘! ‘f f’irr . * 11
Roberel L. s ... }T“i“ff?“‘v’“i Gotboi
Stasia | ..., C Stan g fyiner .
Asteed e L At Spererd
Blanthe ..., ... flignrt e Jrl =ty
Jocausity . ... ... . CJacaaella Lamipyaa
ard
Cllen Marcus, dPyin van Eurretl, f3.¢.
tavieh, Bitd Brach, lrean Stapirs g3
John Poon
time to loolkk nl e lerfed

things in the eity and ponder

the conglameration of raees

and cultures on the f{ringes
of the Olympic Games,
At ong point, it cven does

a copy of that loveiy um-
brellas-in-the-rain cequenre
from the French film, "The
Unibrellas  of  Cherbours,™
with the familiar musical
theine,
@
Although Mr, aarker

Croes through o lengithy

makes a lot of trving to

solve Knumike's “mvitery” -
bl

of queslioning: her tin
ST TR e
wottily of Hie thoto b aeys
funlly very e revelabigs of
Ber nature, e here iy e bing e

10y
Frenell)  ao

or in words, AN the tibig g
vealy is thal she's prefty,
exaolie, exciting., And s g
Tokyve,
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