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Haji Saari, U-Wei (1954), Mentakab, Pahang, Malaysia

Kaki bakar (The arsonist), Haji Saari, U-Wei, 1994
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The/Arsonist

<The Arsonist> involves the struggles of an g} 3 Kaki Bakar
undocumented immigrant family and a boy’s '
€OIHEH§*Q)(~{I§8. The son Kesuma must fGFgE his own H%i'ﬁi‘ﬁ”% SHOOIZEED AET (ol OftH Kol Cist MiZ+O @ XIAjof

identity against the intimidating presence of his MAHAIL Holshs 8t AL0f T3t 0017 (0ICH OfHX| 712+ XIAIO]
7
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BHS QIESHCE ArOhs 028 OMHXIE XEAEAH 027 I8AME

father Kakang, a man proud of his Javanese heritage
and well aware of the social inequalities that allow
his exploitation. Kakang counteracts by torching the

property of those who slight him, leaving Kesuma TR £ T2 Sk 25 0j2{8 28 UERIARISR
simultaneously proud, fearful and ashamed. A clash Oj{X|od S20] A0 Fehct,

of wills is all but inevitable. The film climaxes in a
poignant conflagration, literal and metaphorical.
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A director of Malaysian television dramas and weekly columnist for "Wantan Newspaper.’
U-Wei has directed two other films, <Black Widow> and <Perempuan, Isteri & Jalang> which
Best Film, Director, Screenplav, and Actor at the Malavsian Film Festival in 1994,
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