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LILIOM
Fritz Lang (France, 1934)

CAST: Llllom. Charles Boyerj Julie: Madeleine Ozeray; Alfred: Pedro Alcoverj Mme.
Muscat: Odette Florelle; Commissioner: Henri Richard; Marie: HMini- Funesj Mme, Menoust
Mme, Maximillienneg Strong Arm. Robert Arnoux; Sailor: Roland Toutaingj . .Hollingers
Alexandre Rignault; Purgatory Cop: Richard Barencyj Knife Grinder: Antonin Artaud;
Detectlve. Raeul Marco} Clerk: Leon Arvel Cashier: Rene Stern - : e

CREDITS: Producerz Erich Pommer; Ditector: Fritz Lang Screenplay= Robert Liebmanjg _
Dialogue: Bernarii'Zu-xmer, based on the play-by Ferenc Molnarj Photography: Rudolph
Mate, Louis Nee; Music: Jean Lenoir, Franz Waxman; Art Dxrectors. Paul Colln, Rene

Renoux Erich Ponmer-Fox Europa S

Synopsis of LILIQ!

A llvely anmsenent park. Lilion, the merry-go-—round barker, _is enthusiastical ly de-
livering his splel. He competes :t‘or one last cﬁstcmer, a tipsy sailor, ‘'with the at-
tendant at a rival stand. The barker, loud’ anﬂ ‘cocky, notices two pretty wvomen on
the carousel and pelnts out to them that th:.s is go:.ng to be their fourth tine around,
Liliom's rival tells the merry-go-round!s owner, ‘a wornan with an obvious personal re-

lationship with her employee, that Liliom is flirting with a customer. |

When Liliom's rival saye Lillom pushed the sailor off the carousel, the sailor, Lili-—-
on's friend, slugs the, malic:lous accuser who quickly 'finds himself in a losing scrap
with Liliom. The 'jealous owner cones over and insults the pretty wonen, warning then
not . to come back. The blonde, Julie, says she paid for five rides and intends to use
‘her last ticket. The owner orders Lilion to tell the girls to go but provoked by

her manner he winds up telling Julie she can cone back whenever she wants, ‘The owner
'says she's going to fire Liliom, relents, but then Lilionm demands that she apologize
to the women and lifts his arm threateningly. - The ,owner runs’ off and Liliom leaves
with girls, saying he was tired of that place any'way. He nakes a date far later that

eveni nge.

Vhen they'meet, Lilion saye he only*meant for one of’them to shew up, He selecte
Julie when he learns that she too had lost'her job as a housemaid that afternoon be-
cause she had lingered at the carousel, -’ She. tells hin she's never had a suitor and,
obviously innocent and - 1nfetuated, does not resist ‘his crude advances, The,police
suddenly appear on the scene, and*warn+Julxe that Liliom is a notorious neter-do~-well
and lady-killer who will promise her narriage enly'to take all her savings. She de-
clines their forceful suggestion they escort’her“home, and afterwards tells Lilion
that she doesn't have | any savings-but would have gladly given them to him if she had,
"Aren't you scared to be alone in the dark with a dangerous seducer of housenaids?"
Liliom asks, No, she repliea., nor will she be temorrow. " WIf I loved sonebody 1
would be afreld of nothing, even of dyinge" | | | - e o

Hels meved m with her, He's leaﬁng, has_ turned down a job as a concierge because
he thought it was beneath him, and spends his nights drinking. She works at the pho-
to studio run by her aunt, vho is helping to support them, He gets angry at her for
no reason at all when he finds he drank all the coffee and she didn't take any and
after berating her that she was accusing him of not taking proper care of her he slaps
her and storms out. Egged on by the aunt, a shopkeceper shyly attenpts to court Julie,

Lilion answers a suriions to go to the police s'tat'ion, and runs into a friend, Al{rcd,
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It turns out punctilious bureaucracy had required that he be present when a deposition
he had given was stamped, Liliom is furious to have been kept waiting just _for that
but he is not allowed to complain to the police chief, '"Justice," he says, "is a

matter of starched collars,"

The aunt and the carousel owner discuss getting Lilion away from Julie and back to the
carousel, where business had declined. Alfred mentions there is a paymnaster thoy ee .
could easily waylay but Lilion is not interested. They scramble up some money at a
local dive and gamble. The aunt urges Julie to take up with the shopkeeper, to no
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The carousel owner cones by to lure him back, offering him a raise and evoking the
old atmosphere, He's concerned about abandoning Julie but ultimately glves in, Ju-
lie interrupts, refuses to leave, and very hesitantly tells him she'!s going to. have .
a baby, Liliom, ecstatic, turns down the other voman's advancé, "Juhe'a galng to
have a child," he keeps repeating. . The aunt.calls him a good-for-—nof"hz.ng and says
Julie would starve if she counted on him,- Lilion: goeés to see Alfred and agrees,.to the
robbery, Lilionm is. to ask for the time; Alfred wil’l cone fron behlnd, .and Liliom will

stab the victin, which doesn't please - h:.m. A
Waiting for the paymaster they dlscuss what thay'ﬂ say. ta God 11‘ they were kille.d. ‘
Alfred says only the rich speak to God; they can?t even see the: ch:.e.f of pol:mce. An
itinerant knife-~sharpener happens to pags by._ .The robbery daesn't ‘work out as planned
and Liliom stabs himself rather than surrenderinge. Dying, a repentant Lilion tells
Julie to tell the child its father was a no-account and that he's soon going to be
seeing God, There are minutes of silence at the carnival, at the dlve. Julie tells

the deadlLiliom she loved hin,

The time for accounting is now, say two dark figures who 1dentify thenselves as God's
police, In a celestial police station het!s told he has to waite. "Naturally," he says
The knife-sharpenner goes by; Liliom is told he was his guardian angel. Offered an
opportunity to go back for ope night to take care: of unf:uushed business, he declinecs;
he'd prefer to just be dead .and sleep. When he doesntt give a’ satlsfactary explanatio:
of why he beat Julie, he"s shown the filmed record of the coffee episode. He is shown
the film a second time with his thoughts on.the sournidtradk and they indicate that he
had really been angry at himself for his selfishness. His pr:.de and violence call for
a sixteen year sentence in purgatory, after wh.tch hetll be able ta go, hack on carth

for one day and see his chlld. L R

The day comes, and het's reminded to glve hls child, a girl,.sonething "beautiful, very
beautiful," He talks to her and she says ‘her father, a warm and wonderful man, died
in America, He tells her her father was a brute who beat’ her: mother, She's so Angry °
she rejects the star-het'd pocketed to effer to her, and later wvhen -she tells hin to
leave he slaps. her hand. - | Ty . . . ~

Apparently, sixteen years were not enaugh to Trid hHinm crf h1s prlde and v1olenca. The
scales of justice are weighted against people like me, he says. Back on earth, his
daughter asks her mother if she's ever experienced a man hitting her very hard without
it hurting at all., Yes, Julie says, a man once did; it is possible. The scalesof
justice shift 1n hJ.s favor. ' | '

Program notes by*'Pi'erre Sauvage



