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May 18, 195%

Wea¥lvy VARITETY -
Davy Crockett— King of

(COLOR)

A falr western but with an
unusual headstart toward good
money in many siluations.
There's that Crockett craze’ to
consider.

Buena Vists release of Bill Wulsh pro-
duciion tupder the Walt Disney aeis).
Stars Fesx Purker a.xd Huddy Eb<en; (fa-
tures Busil Ruysdacl, ians Conreid, Wil
fiam Rawncewell, Kenneth Tobeyv, 'at Hao-
gan, Nick Cravat, Mike Macurkl., Jeff
Thempson., Directed hy Norman Fosler,
Writien by Tom Blackburn cadapted trom
the Disnervlund tv showsty, cimera (Tech-
nicolor)., Chariee Bovie: editor, Chester
Schacffey: music, George Brunx; sonss.
“Ballad of Davy Crockeil,” by Tom
Bisachburn f(waordae) and Bruns (music), and
“farewell,” with the waords which were

nned by Cirockett and musxic by Bruns,
Fi"ﬂ*itwrd in N. Y, May It, '53. Running
time, 79 MINS, ‘

Pavy Crockett . ...........- Fexs Parker
Georee Russel . .... tessee. Buddy Ebves
Andrew Juckson ......... Basit Havsdae
Thimbilerig e resea . Hans Conrcid
Tubias Norten . ........William Bakcwell
Col. Jun Fowie . ....... Kenneth Toboey
Chief ied Stiek ...... .- Fat Houyan
Polly Crockett .....  esea Yelenes Sluuley
Bustediuek . ........ e... Nick Cravat
Col. Billv Travis ..... e.o-PDon Niegowan
Bigfont Muason . ......... Mike 3:rurki
Charlie Two Ghnt: ..... Jeff Thompson
Swaney . ., 1lenry cuevne
Henderson . .. Benjamin Hernbuckle
Opponent Political Spealer . Hal Yonno-
btood
1st Congressmsen ....... . Jim Maddux
24 Congressmun ........ Rohert Booth
BiYly .. .... ......ees... Eureaner Brindel
JORBNY ... . . v Hav Whilelrce
Bramno ... ... ... ... Camphell Brown

(Aspect ratio; 1.85-1)

By theatrical standards, and ap-
praising the piclure on its own
entertainment merits, exclusively,
“Davy Crockelt—King of the Wild
Frontier” rates as a weslern of
moderate value for the oater out-
Jets, But the Crockett character
has recently hit the nation with
such phenomenal impact via the
Disneyland tv airings that the ¢n-
try fizures to take 2ood revenue In
a much wider market groove, mid-
dle-sized firstruns included.

The .film is substantially the
gsame as scen on the three tv seg-
ments—Crockett fAghting the In-
dians, going to Congress and f-
nailly to the Alamo. Piceing the
three together has an episodic ef-
feet which, presumably, couldn’t
be avoided, it is nonetheless a lit-
tle disconcerting for the viewer,

Disney, of course, is pulhng a
switch in peddling a pic to thea-
tres after television  exposure,
(Perhaps, the conventional ap-
proach to the public via theatres
first might not have created such
a stir.) Importantly, the theatrical
ticket-buver will have mwuch more
to behold, considering widescreen
presentation and fine tinting by
Technicolor. On tv, “Davy Crock-
ett” was a poor man’s road com-
pany; the production values poured
into the film can be seen in full
measures only by theatre au-
diences. And theve are no Inter-
ruptions for commercials.

Producer Bill Walsh provided
“Crockett” with more of an elabo-
rate mounting than is usually the
case with a western of this type,
It was locationed in Tenessee with
a2 numerically blg cast, and cos-
tumes and sctlings are dcevold of
any artificiality. The close-up ac-
tion scencs, compelently directed
by Norman Foster, as well as all
other sequencces. come through in
finer detail on the bigscreen.

The added visual asseis plus the
great penctration of the v pro-
grams (including the "“Crockett”
ballad) are the key f{actors that
promise good retuns from the
theatrical excursion. Gene.
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