| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title Breathless

Author(s)

Source Publisher name not available

Date

Type program note

Language English

Pagination

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects A bout de souffle (Breathless), Godard, Jean Luc, 1959

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



YVETTE BIRO PRESENTS
THE ORIGING OF THE FRENCH NEW WAVE
BREATHLESS 9:00

Jean-Luc Godard always said that BREATHLESS was his version of
HMawks' SCARFACE, plus a tittle ., | it was the “plus alittie’” reflected
in hand-held shooting, improvised acting, and jagdged cutting that so
shocked viewers in 1959/1960. Now these innovations have been
ncorporated into the basic grammar of contemporary filmmaking, so
that, seen today, BREATHLESS jogks positively classical-—not {oo far
removed in narrative conceptfion, even in existentiat content, from an
American B-Budget filmm noir, likeGUN CRAZLZY for that matier. in any
case, BREATHLESS remains an essential work of the French New Wave
and its most gified exponant.

Written and Directed by Jean-Luc Godard. Story by Francois Truffaut,
Photographed by Raoul Coutard. With Jesan Seberq, Jean-Pauwi
Beimondo, Jean-Pierre Meilville, Litiane David. {France, 1959, 89 mins,
383mm, English titles, Print Courtesy of Ajay}
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