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(Sem Goldwwn-United Artists, 1932) Directed by King Vidor
o

cenaric by Frances Marion and Lymm Starling from the play by .M, Harweold and
Robert Core Brown, and she novel %An Imperfest Lover® by Brown; Caumsirz, hay

June; Musio, Alfred Newnan: 7 recis | da
With Boneld Colman, ¥ay Francis, Phyllis Parprv, Henry Stephenson, Vivian
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igrvareell ~Piorire hedlimsy, Clagissa Sseluni, sanl Percasi, George LAPDY, Vonk i

Stewayt, Wilson Eonge, Ceorga Huuberts, Epsvilie Aldergon, lontague Shaw, Emily
Pitzroy. hHalliwell Lhobbes, Charles Hsll, |

"Cynara® ig both a good ginasy Coldwyr and an ideal Colman venicle; moreover 1%
movas briskly and ic weil acted. Havinz covercd those plus factors, ore canlt
otherwise be too gatisfied with 1t. Possidly She play (with Philip Merivele)
made morse cence, tub evervtody in the fiiw tabhaves with dignified lmbeclllity
shroughouts, end it 18 diffficult to acecard mucn syopathy evem to Lhe mOSt
dezerving characters. Vidor vorrowe from himsel? (the idyllic lateral tracking
ehot of tha boat, borrowed frow "Bardelieys ths Magnificent”) 2rd also gteals
NDiztarie‘s besutiful cut {ctossed pavces dissolving Anto flying pigeons)

from “Hep Majesty Love™ which wes later re-pillaged to groatl acclaln for 1ts
originality vy Wyler in "Dodsworth®, Vidor &lso, somewhat 1lliegitimately, U9ica
ag if establishing 1€ for

uses 2 rather menacing overhead sghov of & stalirway, |
: at? i ~ht. £hat * s 5 jod is desidedlv nondsscript Tol;
a aramatic hirhlight that never comen, 1ha P3Tiod 18 4de0.d Y nOnd3EsCTiT b
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ﬁhﬁ;}d be 1618 and wartirce - which makes the flivpant England tc curoie
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rravelling a 11ttla eya-brow ralsing too. "Cynara” orobably disappeinta wert
Pecaussd 16 is 8 sinpie and unocoplicated story, and coull eaglly have g 2in
the direction of either Lean's "Brief Encountar” cr King's silent "Stella
Dzllae”; as 1L 13, it tries to be both an irtelligent adaptation of a mitdly
neterious play, andl at the same time a pood populir scap-cpera, prodably somang
clogset to the letter, On those termy, and with the sensitive playling of
Colman nnud Barry, and the effective sooring Ly Newman, it's conciderably moro
than a wios o, but somewhat less Chaen a guoceass. -

Wm. K. bverson
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