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Vrtéeti psem

Rezisér Barry Levinson se svou politickou
satirou pripojuje k viné americkych ,, prezi-
dentskych’ filmd. OzvIastiuje ji viak tim,
Ze se v jeho filmu prezident na platné téemér
neobjevi, ackoliv se jedna predeviim o néj.
Prvni muz v zemi totiZ usiluje o své zno-
vuzvoleni, jenomze mu hrozi skandal kvili
jistému dgévceti. Krizovy stab Bilého domu
angaZuje odbornika na podobné zaleZitosti
Conrada Breana. Ten usoudi, Ze je tfeba od-
vést pozornost verejnosti zcela jinym smé-
rem, a s prezidentovou asistentkou se vyda
za hollywoodskym producentem Stanleym
Motssem. Spoletné& vymysli fiktivni valku
s americkou uCasti ve vzdalené Albanii.
S tymem spolupracovnikll a za pomoci mo-
derni techniky pak usp&Sné manipuluji ve-
Fejnym minénim. V profesionalnim vytrZeni
zcela opomijeji klicovy problem: zakladni
princip mravnosti. Levinsondv rychle a lev-
né natoceny film je pfimocCarym prispév-
kem do diskuse o manipulovatelnosti
soutasného svéta rlznymi zajmovymi
skupinami.
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Wag the Dog

Well known director Barry Levinson has
contributed another political satire to the
wave of American "presidential" movies. The
country's chief executive is trying hard for
re-election but a scandal involving a particu-
lar woman is in the making. The White House
crisis staff hires Conrad Brean to help solve
the trouble. He and a presidential assistant
talk to Hollywood producer Stanley Motts.
Together, they invent an imaginary war in far-
off Albania, using technology and a special
team to help them successfully manipulate
public opinion. But in the professional ex-
citement they completely ignore a key prob-
lem: the basic principal of morality.
Levinson's quickly and cheaply shot film is
a direct contribution to a discussion concern-
ing the manipulation of today's world by
different interest groups, and is closely con-
nected with events of the Clinton era. The
film elicits a pertinent question: how do
things actually function and how far does
this absurd situation differ from reality. At
the 48th IFF in Berlin in 1998 it was awar-
ded the Special Jury Prize, Silver Bear.

98 min., barevny/colour, 35 mm

ReZie/Director: Barry Levinson

Scenaf/Screenplay: Hilary Henkin, David Mamet podle knihy/based on Larry Beinhart

American Hero
Kamera/Dir. of photography: Robert Richardson
Hudba/Music: Mark Knopfler

StFih/Editor: Stu Linder

Vyroba/Production: Tribeca/Baltimore Pictures/Punch. Pro New Line Cinema

Hraji/Cast: Dustin Hoffman, Robert De Niro, Anne Heche, Denis Leary, Willie Nelson

Barry Levinson (1942, Baltimore, Maryland) stu-
doval Zurnalistiku a pozdéji absolvoval herecké kur-
zy v Kalifornii. Zatinal jako herec a autor TV skecd,
pak se vénoval scenaristice a od roku 1982 i reZii
a produkci. Coby reZisér ma na svém konté ctrnact
tituld nejrdznéjSich ZanrQ, z nichZ nejznaméjsi je
psychologické drama Rain Man (1988, ziskalo ctyfi
Oscary). Dalsi filmy: autobiograficky ladény debut
Diner (Bistro, 1982), pfibéh baseballisty Pfirozeny
talent (The Natural, 1984), dobrodruZny dobovy
snimek Pyramida hrizy (Young Sherlock Holmes,
1985}, komedie Tin Men {(Konkurenti, 1987), pfibéh
vojenskeho diskzokeje Good Morning Vietnam
(Dobré rano, Vietname, 1987), retrofilm Bugsy
(1991}, rodinnd saga Avalon (1990), Hracky (Toys,
1991), hofkd komedie Jimmy Hollywood (1994),
psychologické drama Skandalni odhaleni {Disclosu-
re, 1994), kriminaini drama Spadi (Sleepers, 1996),
politicka komedie Vrtéti psem (Wag the Dog, 1997),
sci-fi Koule {Sphere, 1998).

Barry Levinson (b. 1942, Baltimore, Maryland)
studied journalism and later attended acting cours-
es in California. He started out writing sketches for
TV and acting, then decided to dedicate himself to
screenwriting. Since 1982 he has established him-
self as a director and producer. He has directed
fourteen films in a variety of genres, of which the
most famous is the psychological drama Rain Man
(1988, Four Oscars). Other films: Diner, his autobi-
ographical debut (1982), The Natural, a story
about a baseball player (1984), the period adven-
ture film Young Sherlock Holmes (1985), the comedy
Tin Men (1987), Good Morning Vietnam, the true
story of an army DJ (1987), the retro film Bugsy
{1991), Avalon, a family saga (1990), Toys, ,a styl-
ized comedy (1991), the bitter comedy Jimmy
Hollywood (1994), Disclosure, a psychological dra-
ma (1994), the crime drama Sleepers (1996), the
political comedy Wag the Dog (1997), and the sci-
fi film Sphere (1998).
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