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does a CDmlCal little shuffle at the front door before enter-
ing.

The girl with the pretty but pouting-sad face is out of
touch with reality. ‘Family Life,” formerly titled “Wednes-
day’s Child,” is a film that probes Judith's life to discover

.. _Hﬂw she lost her grip on sanity.

It's an-often depressing film that seems more like 4 televi-
sion documentary than a full-length feature. Much of the

- dialog is spontaneous and the hosp:tai scenes were dune

with actual patlents

SANDY RATCLIFF, WHO PLAYS Jamce had no pre-
vious acting experience, and Grace Cave, seen as her
mother, is a housewife from Walthamstow, England.

Often the film becomes tao chinical, but it never loses its

[
r
!

“efforts.

~ Sandy
Rutcllff

fascmatlon for the w&wer Inokmg for psychniog;cal mwers

‘Before going very far into his story, writer David Mercer .

settles on the villians for J udlth’s 1llness Nat su:pnsmgly.

they are her parents o
The mother’s preuccupatmn Wlth tidiness is responslble
for the girl’s shuffle, designed to clean the dirt from her .

Her father, played by Blll Dean, is pmtured as a man

- whose ties with his daughter were severed by the: mother_

long ago. He wonders, he]plessly, why his daughter can b be -
nﬂrmai S0 that he can get a good mght s sleep.. - |

WHEN THE PSYCHIATRIST asks the father about his
sex life, he fumbles and admission that it isn't all that bell-
ringing while wondering what that has to do with his dis-
turbed daughter. o

In questioning Judith, the doctor learns that she is wﬂhng-
to discuss her father, but has built a mental block about
what her mother is like.

“Famlly Life’’ is often too simplistic in its analysis o! the

girl. It is taking the easy way out to blame the. parents '
entxrely for shwm her over the brink. |

“Family Life” is a fascinating study of une g:rl's break ,
down that doesn’t supply many answers, but ] is honest inits
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FAMILY LIFE — a Cinema 5 reiease, ruducad by Tony

Garnett, directed by Een Loach, screennlay by David Mer-

cer. At the Studio-4 an ew Centar. S
. THE CAST | . ~
e I 17 21 1 iandv Ratcliff
b Mr. Baildon ... ... .l SR Bil Dean
i*,,&_ﬂ Mrs. Baildon . .....cooviiiiiiiiie i cianane. ..o arace Cave
!‘* 1102 PR erney
B ¥ T T - 2P PP HMilary Marlyn
e Dr. Donaldson ........ovvr i iiiarras.. ‘Michael Riddatl
Mmrs. Carswelf ... 000 Alan MacNaoghton shoes.

Man in the garden ......... Ceere e Johtmy Gee

By A.L. McClain
News Entertainment Writer
Janice is an emotionally disturbed teen-ager who always

Sandy Ratcliff plays Judith with every disturbed manner—l
ism in place, but, best of all, she makes the viewer want to

~reach outf and help this wild child.

Parents of teen-agers who see the film will feel com_ pelled

to re-evaluate theirrelationsliips with their children.

- This is the real power of “Famﬂv Life.” .-
Scnmtlvlty_ rating: Some profa;my - | |
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