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RODERICK MANN

12 YEARS LATER. CARRADINE'S

say the cynics But don’ t tell that {«
David Cuurodinea, | .

In 1973, during a hiatus from his televi-
sion series “Kung Fu,” Carradine co-pro-
duced, directed and acted i inan offbeat lmle
movie called “Americana.” = .

He played a drifting Vietnam veteran
who arrives in a small town and, in an
attempt to make up for the recent carnage
tries to restore a . broken-down
merry-go-round, t. erehy arousing the lo-
cals suspicions. |
~ The movie, which co- B[dls Barbara Her-—
shey, was shown at the US.A. Film
Festival in Dallas, the Utah Film Festival
in Park City and in 1981 at the Directors
Fortnight of the Cannes Film Festival,

And Carradine, who had just made a deal
with the UA Classics division to distribute

the {film, sal back and awaited itsrelease.
But nothmg happened. -

Now, 12 years after completion, the

If at first you don't succeed—give up,

‘AMERICANA’ TO OPEN LOCALLY:

movie is to have its {irst public screening

‘here, at Laemmle’s Monica 4-Plex, on April
S VAR

“It’s been a long wait,” said Carradine

xthe other afternoon, sitting out on the deck
of his home in the Hollywood Hills. “But

I've never stopped being optimistic. When
the film was so well-received at Cannes, I
was sure UA Classics would release it

itmmediately, but they didn’t. So I bought it
‘back from them for $12, 000--the cost of the
traller they had made. =~ -

- “Next, 1. took it to a distrtbulor-—-whu
,went out of husiness. Finally, I wound up
_with Crown International.”

- “Americana” was then shown at two
small theaters in New York City—one on

‘the East Side, one on the West.

“But the New York critics killed it '
Carradine said frankly. “They not only
condemned the movie; they attacked me

for making it. When I turned up at the East
‘Side theater with a pack of photos to sign,

there were just'16 people in the audience
So 1 went to the West Side theater; there

were 50 there. After that, Crown seemed t
loae heart.”

;. -But Carradine didn't. After another long
walt., he called up Robert Laemmle and
gent him a- print, Laemmle liked it, and
agreed to open it at the Monica. g

the film. ‘And.I still owe money to the
actors and crew who worked on it.

get my money
~back., .

“AllT wam‘
- is for the
movie to
“beseen.’
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i 1

¢ Carradine, who says he i payitng i’br the :
’adveruslng himself, now has “something
like $600,000" of his own money investedin’

+2“T know I'll never get my money back:’ —

~—David Carradine

he sald, “but that doesn’t matter, Ali 1 want
I8 for the movie to be seen. I don’t worry
much about moaney; my father (veteran
actor John Carradine) taught me not to. So
what if they take everything away from me

“tomorrow? I ¢an still go out to work, can't
7"



