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Rikngaon Nakano Gakke

{The Army Nakane Schoel)
(JAPAN-SCOPE)

Tokyo, June 7.

Produced by Deiei Fiims. Producer,
Shusakuy Walanabe. Directed by Yasuze
Masumura, Photogrsphed by Selsuo
Kobsyaski. Music by Tadashi Yamauchi.
With Raizo ichikaws, Deisuke Kato, Mai-
yumi Ogaws, Sachiko Murase, Kiyosuke
Machids. Reviewed, Tokye, June 1§,
Running time: #5 MINS,

This tight and expertly made
film sbout prewar activities st
Tokyo's notorious “school for
spies” is not only a first-rate
“documentary™ asbout spying
techniques in 1932 tincluding such
unlikely but presumably neces-
sary courses as soclal dancing
and the seducing of females)—it
is also a bitter and intensely felt
denunciation of the perversion of
bonest men Into calloused agents.

Director Masumura (who made
that astonishing comic antiwar
film *The Hood.um Soldier” last
year), never states this theme and
here is one of the reasons it comes
across 50 clearly. The reconstrue-
tion is immaculate, the feeling of
reality is jmpeccable—the direc-
tor's Implication comes through
the very restrained dialogue, the
underplaying of all important
scenes, the carefully dradb photog-
raphy, and a plot so cunningly
wrought that the conclusion he
desires—all patroils are monsters
~is inescapable,

The transformation of plain,
decent officers into sples, the
chronicle of this murder of con-
science, is powerfully paced with
scenes of recalcitrant members
forced to run themselves onto
swords, and the hero’s a'most
absent-mnded murder of the girl
who loves him and has been wait-
ing for him.

it Is & frighltening, depressing,
and devastatingly honest picture,
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