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Bngi Vera

Hungary, 1979

Director:
Pil Gabor

Screenplay:

Pal Gabor

Based on:

the novel by Endre
Vészi

Photography
(Eastmancolor):
Lajos Koltai

Lighting:
Jozsef Marton

Editor:
Eva Karmento

Production Designer:

Andras Gyurky

Music:
Gyorgy Selmeczi

Sound:
Gyorgy Fék

Production Manager:

Gyorgy Onodi

Cast:

Yera
Veronika Papp

Anna
Erzsi Pasztor

Marid
Eva Szabo

Istvan
Tamas Dunai

Production supervised

by Dezso Koza for
Obiektiv Studio,
Mafilm.

96 minutes.
Hungarian dialogue/
English subtitles.

Source: Hungarofilm,
1054 Budapest, Bathori

u.l0, Hungary.
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The Film

In 1948, Angi Vera (surnames first in
Hungary) is an 18-year-old assistant
nurse, ingenuous and little educated.
When she speaks her mind about irre-
gularities in the hospital at a staff
meeting, party officials decide to
transfer her to a party school for edu-
cation. Vera is initially out of her
depth at the school, but three people
befriend her: Maria, a cheerful young
working woman, Anna, a dogmatic
Stalinist, and the young lecturer Ist-
van, with whom Vera falls in love. As
the weeks of political study pass, Vera
comes under influence from each of
these friends, and the contradictions in
her mind come to a head during a
session of public self-criticism...

Comment

Set in 1948, when the Hungarian Com-
munist Party under Mdtyds Rikosi was
organising a broad, grassroots coalition
which was to win decisive power the
following year, Angi Vera is very much
a consciously architected — though
half ambiguous — moral tale located

at a specific moment in Hungarian
history. A period of ‘grave difficulty’
in which ‘the cult of the personality’
found itself under attack. In the end,
Vera has partly betrayed herself and
partly surrendered — nobly, it might
seem — to the exigencies of building

a socialist society: there matters stick,
and the viewer must draw his own con-
clusions. The film’s theme, according
to its director, is that society can only
be manipulated when there are individ-
uals willing to be manipulated. The
heroine realises — and Géabor draws a
parallel with Julien Sorel — that a
certain “cloth’, or adopted stance, is
the quickest way to advancement. The
argument, which Gdbor has adapted
from a novel by Endre Vészi, is quite
neatly carried through. But within the
plot, framed by two denunciations,
Vera is never really allowed the space
to develop more than a superficial
sense of her own individuality: her
final outburst is in its own way as un-
wittingly spontaneous as her first, with
the result that she registers more as a
pathetic pawn and less, as one sus-
pects was intended, as a completely
tragic figure.

— from a review by John Pym, publish-
ed in the Monthly Film Bulletin

(July 1980}
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GABOR Pil

was born in Budapest, 1932. He graduated
from Budapest University in 1955, and
taught in a provincial town before entering
the State Film School. After completing his
film studies in 1961, he directed his first
short, Prometheus, in 1962. His first feature
was made in 1968. Since 1970, he has
taught at the Film School.

Feature films: Tiltott Terulet (Forbidden
Ground, 1968), Horizont (Horizon, 1971),
Utazas Jakabbal (Journey with Jacob,
1972), Jarvany (Epidemic, 1975), Angi Vera
(1979).

Supporting Short:
GUSTAVUS AND THE EXPERT

(Gusztav és a szakember)
Hungary, 1979

Directors: Marcell Jancovics, Bela Ternov-
szky. Photography (colour): Jozsef Nepp,
Marcell Jancovics. Music: Tamas Deak.
Produced by Pannonia Studio.

5 minutes.

One of a series of cartoon films about
Gustavus. Here, he has endless problems
with the maintenance of his TV set.
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