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World, The

Shijie
Directed by Jia _Zhangke

On the outskirts of Beijing, a theme-park guide blithely

points out a prominent feature of the Manhattan skyline,

just across from London’s Tower Bridge. “The real Twin ;
Towers were bombed on September 11,” he notes, “but ours :
are still standing.” In this surreal (though real) tourist trap :
that serves as the backdrop for Jia Zhangke’s droll and
bittersweet film, the wonders of the world have been
reproduced and populated by performers who dance in the
shadows of mock monuments. Swirling at the center of The
World is Tao (Zhao Tao), an attractive young woman who :
spends her days elaborately costumed as an Indian princess :
or demure geisha for visitors, while leading a quiet life :
dating a park security guard and befriending a wistful ,
Russian guest worker. Occasionally she allows herself to slip @  Run Time

into anime-inflected daydreams that reflect her hopes that . 140 minutes L
toiling in this Disneyesque elsewhere might actually take her :  Cast

somewhere. However, as her boyfriend begins falling for a : Zhao Tao, Chen Taisheng, Wang

designer of knockoff fashions and her foreign friend is . Xiaoshuai, Liu Xiaodong, ling
duped into seedier work, the shiny new facade of urban . Jue, Jiang Zhongwei

living starts to look less like home to Tao. As in his previous : Producer
features, Jia spins a sly modern parable about the human : Shozo Ichiyama_
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costs of China’s recent cultural renovation. . Editor
Kong Jinglei
—Michael Wilson Music
. Lim Giong
Additional Notes Cmematographer ..............................
In Mandarin with English subtitles. Presented in association Yu Lik-Wai
with KTSE Channel 26 and NAATA. e T

Jia Zhangke
Show Times 2

Tue, May 3 « 8:30 pm » Kabuki » WORLO3K . Print_Sources
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