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THE CHESS PLAYERS

Rac %;;g cound

Featnred at the recent Tondon, Bewrlin, and Tuos Angeles film festivals,
L GiikESS PIJ-\Y}:;,“ is the latest film by diccctor 5{-_u:y£—&,33,t Ray. A filmmaker
of peolific talent, Ray has reccived at one time oc waother tiost of the world's
Ly oocteat D v ::‘ds. THE CHESS PTLAY SRS i3 the diveator®s first
iotovical work ard follows Rayts Tong teadition of covenling Todiats social
oot e sses with Bheilliant sotiuvical wit,  Set in 1557 during the {inal dnys of
the Mougul FErapire, the filin was adapted {rom a story by ﬁ"fz_zi@fz:ﬁhi Premchand.
In addition to prepariny the sereenplay, Ray also wrote the musical score for

TIHE CIHHESS PLAYRKRS, For actor Saeced Jaifveoy, Miown o Western audiences
for his perforinance as a sly Indian guide in THE MAN WHO WOULD Bl KING,
it is his first appearance in an Indian film, playing the part of Mir Roshan Ali,

Svnansis
D At

The zetiing 1s Lacinow, Lﬂ iia, in 1856, The British are about to take over
the final part of the Muslim state of Oudh., Lovrd Dalhousie (Richard Attenborough),
Queen Victoria'ls governor gmﬁfﬁral, learns that his ch :'i, f ocpponent 1s the King
of Oudh, Wajid Ali Shah (Amzad Kahn). The king is a musician and poet, no
great ruler. Meanwhile, two highborn Indian husbands, Mirza (Sanjeen Kumar)
and Mir (Saced Jaffrey) are playing a game of chess.

At Mirza's home, he and Mir continue their game when a friend comes to

visit. The visitor tells them that chess was actually invented by Indians but is
played differently by the British. He warns them that the British East India

Company is going to take over Oudh. Mirza's wife, to get her husband's

ﬁ

Attention, pre wnéb to have A headache, When he enters her bedroom, she
»
ey . — _ . 1 -I# . ) --.-t-‘ -.....,-.vf
complaing that e no longer cares for her. She alsolells bim that Mir's wile
A
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has a loveor, and then tries to coerce him into loveimaking, unsuccessivlly. He
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refturns to the cheass sime.
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The followiag morning, the chess pieces are missing. 1ne two men go 1o
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h his bodeoom vhile thay tey scorafly to play chess in the next roomn. 5o ng
that their a al bas distressed the old man, they leave shortly afterward.

/Iaaz:whﬂe, the prime minister of Lucknow, who has met with the general
brirnfly, and learned that the East India Company is going to take the crown

away from Wajid Ali, entcrs the festive palace an nd cries to the king about the

seneralfs plans, Wajid Ali, to prevent an actual seizure of iz1s throne, 1ssues N
~n order that anyone passing rumors of the comprny 's intentions will have bhis

fgw-;fu crit ont.
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Phoe chaoss players return to Mirzals home ond snbstitute aonles and rocks
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2 the vight to dispose of the X1ng.  Lihe generval, in disons sing the situation
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A prominent doctor, hopes that the king will veconnce the treaty. Ile tells

e doctor that they will annex Qudh regardless.

Mirza and Mir continue their came in Mir's home while Mir's wife entertains
ber aophew«lover in the bedroom. Mir finds him under the bed but believes his
wife!s stovy that he was just hiding from the army. To avoid the army also, Mir
leaves with Mivza to continue the game in a rnogque outside of the city.

1he genecal visits the queen of Oudh, the King's mother, hoping she will
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o maeet the seneral with no resistance.
Mir and Mirza are outside of the village. Unable to find the mosque, they
continue the chess game in the house of a ?
_E-SM ish to come.
Wajid Ali Shah meets with the general and peacefully gives up the crown.
In the chess game, Mirza, realizing that he is losing, informs Mir that his
wife and nephew are lovers. Mir, in a rage, insults Mirzals family and then
shoots a gun at him, just skimming Mirza's sleeve. The boy returns, bringing
waord that the king has abdicated. )

young boy w

] 'O 13 cout watina g for the

N sa A *d Mir, with hesitation, coatirue their chess
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