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ZIVELI - MEDICINE FOR THE HEART

This many- faceted view of Serbian-Americans brings together the
spontaneity of filmmaker Les Blank with the ethnographic vision

of anthropologist Andrei Simié. The Serbians of Chlcago and
Northern California provide the focus for exploring the manner

in which expressive culture and conviviality breathe life into

the otherwise abstact sense of ethnic identity. Here myth and
ritual, music, folklore, and age-old custom give substance to
ancestral ties and create a sense of community. Continuity

over the generations is vibrantly and emotively perpetuated through
musical forms brought to this country at the turn of the century,
just as today recent Serbian immigrants are introducing newer types
of folk music from contemporary Vugoslav1a*3 The appearance of
such old-time tamburica orchestras as those  of Martin Kapugi, Tony

Markulin, and the Popovich Brothers testify to the continuing vitality
of ethnic subcultures in America.

Filmed and directed by Les Blank, produced through the Center for
Visual Anthropology at USC by Vlkrlm.Javantl ethnography and pro-
ject director , Prof. Andrei Simic, conceived by Jaquelene Slmlc

edited by Maureen Gosling, Executive Producers, Andrei Simic and
Edward Levine. o

>*featuring accordians rather than strings, (Cm*h»xua;m (% VMLK‘W[@MQB

Sound by: Chris Strachwitz and Maureen Gosling G .
Folklore consultant/Assistant Camera: Chris Simon QAd L. Cred TS B



