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Venice, Sept. 9.
Living Theatre release and preduciion,
Conceived and directed by William Be:g-
er. Camera (Eastmancoicr/B & W), lgor
Luther; editor, Michel Gard. No other
creduts Reviewed at Venice F'Hm Fest,
Aug. 28, '89. Running Timt HIHS
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theatre mm The Living Theatre,
is the sub, atter ﬂ this
documentary. ﬂ‘lﬁ _appears
haphazard in its editing of scenes
trmiw at ease, performing,
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Culmﬁ ~and hlackﬂanli'qvhlte are
mixed adroitly. Opening segs show
them infilirating the audience at
a performance with their pro-
vocative p!l:fina: to invoke the ter-
ror of man's destructiveness and
stir up a reaction from the au-
diences who they feel should
participate, Whether pro or con,
the Living Theatre is an important
theatrical force and the film should
find its way on tv or for school,
cinematheque and special ized
outlets in many climes.

Director William Berger is a
part of the troupe and so has them
at ease in showing them at rest,
their communal living and Julian
Beck's and Judity Malina's
methods.

There is a mixture of instinet,
improvisation and planning in
their work, with Beck and Malina
signalling initial outlooks, but leav-
ing it up to group discussions and
collective creation and im-
provisation. But the film is not
didactic and just burrows through
90 minutes of scenes of them at
word and play.

{ does come out is a placidi-
ty and nelﬁ-renhzatmn among the
group. It bodes interest for
theatrical buffs as well as ordinary
audiences. - Mosk,
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