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Solaris
Solaris, bascd on Stamislaw T oms noy ¢l. has been

described as the Soviet answer o 00, a profoundly
humamstic and psychological study 1n dialectical
opposition to Kubrick’s-metaphysical opus. The story
follows the psychologist Chris Kelvin on a voyage 10

the planct Solaris, where, scientists belicve, the

ocean's suiface has an intelligence that can absorb

human memory and matenialize the objects of ous
thoughts. When Kelvin joins the Solars project's

veteran cosmonauts he finds them maddened from

years of litcrally cohabitating with the UNCONSCIOUS
desires. Ketvin himse!f becomes host (o the presence \
of his dead wife Hari. and secmis doomed to rehive

both the passion and the loss associated with her N
memory. Although “outer space plays almost no

part in Tarkovsky's science fiction. the Panavision r\(\\
format is ideally suited 1o his vision, which relies on \'
composition rather than montage to paint a fandscape

of the mind. The fitm’s apening shots, built of static &h
images that seem 1o reverberate with their stiliness,
depict a timcless, lush land that could be heaven bul

i« meant to be the country home of Kelvin's youth.
Slowly, as figures from the present time begen 1o fll

the wide screen, Tarkovsky initiates us into the secret

of Solaris: that, like the occans of the distant planet,

the cinema serves up the most poctic longings of the
human tmagination.

» Directed by Andrei Tarkovsky. Written by Tarkov-
sky and Friedrich Gorenstein based on the novcl by
Stanislaw Lem. Photographed by Vadim Yusov (n
Panavision). With Donatas Banionis, Natalya Bon-
darchuk. Yur Jarvet, Anatoh Solontsin. (1972, 165
mins, In Russian with English titles, 35mm, "Scope,
Color, Primt from PFA Collection)
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