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Silent disc ontent: A purtralt ofthe jihadistasa ?uung man

' SILENTWATERS
DirectedbySabihaSumar
FirstRun, opensOctober8, CinemaVillage

Maasun’ng the human impact of Pak-
istan’s late-'70s turn toward Islamization,

Silent Waterschartsthe disintegrating bond be-

tween a widowed mother(KironKher)and her
only son (Aamir Malik), who gets peer-

pressured into joining aradical fundamentalist
group. The movie's steadily darkening tone
mirrors the boy’s frightening transformation
fmmmﬂd—mﬂnn&redtﬁenagertucmdﬁ-

hadist; what hagm:a‘aa' a seemingly aimless,
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leisurely paced comedy soon turns into a
mulﬁdimansinnal family tragedy. When a
state-sanctioned visitby Sikh pilgrims digsup
secrets about the village’s history, the true sub-
ject of Silent Waters (as well as the monstrous
-HIMJEBfItshﬂB} comes into horrifying fo-
cus. Attentive to the sociocultural roots of fun-
damentalism’s appeal to young men—Ilimited
economic opportunity, lack of respect for
women—Sabiha Sumar’s debut feature could
scarcelybemorerelevant to Pakistan’s present,
or, gwant_'.his country’s history of backing such
mprassiﬁamglmas.tuum JOSHUALAND

|ANDROMEDIA
Directed by Takashi Miike

Pathfinder, October B '14: .
Asertlor mees Mﬁﬂ% mgﬁ:;ﬁ"—" |
op jaunt congregates girl group

and ndDaP umpmaneﬁ?ervmnls

Shimabukuro) dies in an accident, her scientist |
father embeds an artificially intelligent reincarnation
nam&dﬁumhahoyf s laptop. Miike fulfills the
| dml:per brief with raltsh—-a mid-movie plunge
uffda 2 I mphrid mm&td_m routine—
and gives the rote plot a weird, moo ng energy,
‘alternating between puppy-love melodrama and garish
cyberhallucinations. Any film nuts
man cinematographer Chris Doyle as a shorts-clad
villain is its own iund of must-see. DENNIS LM

L

ARNA'S I:IIII.IIIIHI |
Directed by Juliano Mﬂ'lﬂmnﬂunndﬂnnniulﬂminl
ATt Beﬂ::i ﬂpf?luv?i-éhm ?i'tk:ldng laci

0 Beand to have repiacing
s plc ek Arrs S s kot b e 00, 8
theater productions at a Jenin sd‘:uuimharehdi liken
their pa'furrnancﬁmMulﬁ;i;v cn:l:tallﬁ.'rh? film's
uncompromisin youths ng
with thg Israeli nqdrfgr?r?:'iésm mlse:t:[l&gﬂgﬂuns
about the ﬁtth'ﬂ these kids face, choosi he};i:ﬁen
accepting the occupation or vio ppj e
directors render the chi ldrenmmmnmn Ider
bluntness—as a boy skirts across the floor meowi
the narrator desmhﬁt!m child as a teenage
combatant. Refreshing and depressing, the film never
condones the violence that has devastated Jenin for
decades but makes it clear how seemingly innocent.
children become martyrs for a cause. bAVID BLAYLOCK

THE CARD PLAYER

Written and directed by Dario
Anchor Bay, October 6

Dario Argento, the Visconti of violence, is back with
aningenious but relatively tame thriller. Irish cop John
(Liam Cunningham) teams up with Italian inspector
Anna (Stefania Rocca) to investigate the kidnapping
of a British tourist. This poor lady is the first victim
of a serial killer who forces the Roman police to play
video poker for his captives’ lives—if the copswin,
the women will be but for each round they
lose, a body part will be cut off. The clueless carabinieri
cando little but watch until they enlist the services of -

a teenage video poker ace to play for them, Argento =~ "

memory and virtualness. When teenage Mai {Himicn t

hto castwild-

EE line

13, Two Boots Pioneer ¥

builds suspense nicely when Rocca is trapped with the

killerinsic2 her apartment. And—shades of silent-

- serial queen Pearl White! —she spends most of the
final reel handcuffed to railroad tracksas an express

bears down on her. Although less bloody than the

~ director’s usual splatterfests, Card Player contains

quite a few scenes of cops poking around inside rotting

oS b .curpsas See:t.butnutafterafu?meam.unnmn
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 Directed by Jay Russell _

- Touchstone, in relpase
Not as snort-worthy as Backdraft, Ladder49is a
serviceable testament to the firemen who would
bravely risk their lives to protect the of others,
etc., etc. The movie follows rookie Jack (Joaquin

- Phoenix) from hazing to heroism, through courtship
witha uicyjﬁvelar nda Barrett) and onward to

ood, when parental love almost supersedes

his testosterone-driven altruism. Never rnind that the
central :nupladmftgeneratﬂ much heat, orthat
Barrett seems unconcerned with the
da ET!'-II'IhEI'ﬁth in her husband's job. Never mind
thatn&tl:herPhnmlx nor veteran fireman—cum—group

therapist John Travolta really has the physique for this

work, or that the rﬁtnfthe company (best

" friend Morris Chestnut, resident asshole Robert
Patrick) seems as phony as a toy fire truck. Just
sit back and enjoy the movie’s warm glow. And for
a realmeditatlun on the existential dilemmas of the

| firefighter, see | WHuckabees. BEN KENIGSBERG

RAISE YOUR VOICE

Directed by Sean McNamara

New Line, opens October 8

The Cod uad answer to Todd Graff's Cu , this

after-dlu special finds mastemgid Hiiary Duff
ng a red-state songbird who, when her beloved
cﬁeshatarwredcaﬁera Eimtianemr.:s&mw

[Jesus evi wants him fora sunbeam), decides to

buck their toothpick-chomping daddy’s rules and

sneak off to a summer music program in scary urban

L.A. Adorable Brit ‘I:ﬂiﬂlwer James '.fahanﬂy competes

forsecond billing with Duff’s camera-hogging silver

~ | crosstalisman n&ddam.We*mﬂ.tppuﬁed to be rooting

for this left-behind sister in her struggle to hit
“Hallelujah Chorus” high notes, hut allwe candois
marvel at how the mighty—Northem Expasure hottie
John Corbett (as a flirty music teacher) and
Risky Business babe Rebecca De Mornay (as Duff's
frisky aunt) —have fallen. LAURA SINAGRA

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



