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LTTER 'RAOK S13ka = srgos Film with Procinex, OCOriginal fusic by Pierre
darbaud, Orchestra by Georges Delerue, VWith Chris .iarker
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Few western people know ruch about Siberia aside from ite stereotvnes
45 a cold vast wasteland whose salt mines are a place of banisinent for
voviet political dissenters, Letter from Siberia, created br & i rour
of talented fFrench film makers, representsan attempt to give a fuller
picture of a land of great varilety (both techrological and natural) where
scie pecple choose to live, The siyle is sometimes reportorial, sometirmes
roetic, often playful, In true pedagogical fezshion referents to /ectern
lture are used, I'or exanple, a contemporary favorite of the Siterisars
is Yves iontand, a French singer and screen actor (Grand Frix, 7, La Cuerre
Lot ["inie, The Confession). Anerican narallels are also ucsed,

The style is varied. Animationrn illustrates the fanciful leperd of
the mammcth, a "commercials format" is used to praise reindeer, &nd
news-reel decumentary footage evckes the past,
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ror an infermed person Letter from Siberia can stand on its cwn 2s a
deliphtful exploration of a country foreign to the explorers. The accent
is cecidedlyr French., 3ut like any rood instructional film, letter mu:*t
pe used with other materials, £ lesson or two with a map is mardators ‘o
farmiliarize students with the names of cities, rivers, ard the reneral
teopograrhy. Cities whose names appear in the film (Iakoutsk, Irkoutsk,

iiortrouge, Anarsk and Aldan)} and the two rivers (lera and /ngara) srculd
be identified.,
# foileowup discussion is essential to understanding the film,

Iile DILCULSION QUESTIONS

l. What kind of film did you expect to see when yvou first heard or saw
the title? + dreary "letter" from a prison? A messare of rreat, rrav
Loreliness? [ preopaganda film?

2o The film makers are foreigners to Siberia, In your opirion, did they
really get "inside!" the people and the spirit of Siberia®?

a) Were the people permitted to speak for themselves in interviews,
thru thelr art, or any other way”

b) Were an 2lsseup shots used in the live=-action photecprapry? Uoes
Lhe lack of them reveal arnyithing about the fils maker's attitude toward
the people and the country of Ciberia?

3« In ferm, the £ilm is a documentary, liow does it differ fror other
decunientariecs you have seen such as the usual fact film about other
countries, irmerican TV dncurmentaries, ete.? iight the £<1lm rnaker have
used another form ¢f the documentary with greater effect? low does it
difler from a traveloge? it one point, the film crew ir‘ect themselves

ave the film, Was their appearance an intrusion?
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Original music was composed by Pierre Barbaud and directed by Georges
Delerue, a renowned film composer. Wwas it effective in conveying the
"flavor" of Siberia or might the music of the country (or at least of
Russia) have been more appropriate. Were the operaticallw-cast folk
songs about foxes, reindeer, and eagles effective?

Some of the cultural and historical references were French (Yves
Montand and Andre Gide) and American (the gold rush), Were these
effective or merely patronizing?

Comment on some of the metaphorical descriptions of Oiberia: ",.. the
biggest vacant lot in the world"; "She lies somewhere between the
rniddle. ages and the twent-first century ... between the earth and the
moon ... between humiliation and happiness',

The statement is made that ",.., spiritual development will come after
the wasteland 1is conquered by electricity". Do you agree or 1is this

statement onc of the myths held by those whose belief in technological
progress 1is absolute?

tecommended for Social Studies, IFilm Study, Adult Education



