| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

Document Citation

Stage and screen : Director reflects on Gotham films
Theresa Loeb Cone

Oakland Tribune

1961

article

English

1
Wise, Robert (1914), Winchester, Indiana, United States

West Side story, Wise, Robert, 1961

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



71*—4-’ (7 2/
STAGE AND SCREEN

Director

Reflects

On Gotham Films

By THERESA

LOEB CONE

Trihun- Drama Critic

Director RobertlWise, who
refers to himself as “just a

Midwestern farm boy,” ad-

mits, nonetheless, that he is
beginnlng to feel like a native
New Yorker.

In the area last leek for the
opening of his latest movie,
“West Side Story,” Wise, who
came to Hollywood from In-
diana in the 1930s, said the
musical makes the third film
he directed against authentic
Manhattan backgrounds. Now
he is ahnut tn 11ne up more

St_ll'ﬁ]lg with the Rocky
Graziano autobiography,

“Somebody Up There Likes
Me" which starred Paul New-
man, then on to Harry
Belafonte's *‘Odds Against To-
morrow,”’ prior to ‘“West Side
Story,”” Wise has had to look
up New York sites suitable for
picture making over several
years.

NEXT ON AGENDA

Next on the agenda is ““Two
For the Seesaw.” It will ex-
pand beyond the apartments
of the two characters depicted
n stage to give some realism
o the story the play didn't
ilways have. Robert Mitchum
and Shirley MacLaine are
%&dﬂl&d to costar in the

Wise says the script will re-
strict itself to the same duo
as in the play, except that
the man's role is being built
up for Mitchum to make him
more sympathetic.

Wise, who has come a long
way from the 1940 horror pic-
—

ildaMmmnln

tures which launched the ex-
film cutter on his present di-
rectorial career, won consid-
erable praise for his direction
of “I Want To Live,” among
other unusual films. His spe-
cialty is variety. He never
permits himself to become as-
sociated with a string of the
same kind of movies,

“West Side Story’ was his
first musical. He insisted that
choreographer Jerome Rob-
bins accept cobilling as direc-
tor. The first 20 minutes
which fealure marvelous out
door dancing, was actually
done outdoors in a West
Side area being cleared for
new buildings and in a Puerto
Rican neighborhood on the
East Side. Here, the neighbor-
hood dwellers watched the
filming from apartment win-
dows, rooftops and front
stoops, always cooperating
about keeping out of the cam-
era's eye.

PICTURE’S FUTURE :

The picture, being playec
in 41 theaters across the U.S.
is expected to stay in several
cities for at least two years,
after the reception it has re-
ceived from the public and
press.

Although he has come a
long way from those strictly
“B" horror items, Wise ex-
pects to do a ghost story soon
again to finish a one-picture
commitment he has with
MGM.

“It will be based on Shirley
Jackson’s ‘The Haunted of
Hunting Hill,” but we will call
it ‘The Haunted,” " the direc-
tor said, adding that the
movie probably won’t get un-
der way until late next year
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