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A MAN.. HIS WIFE ...HER LOVER
...the wall held their secret

ELLIS FILMS 1501 Broadway, New York 36 N.Y.




BEST SUSPENSE FILM SINCE ‘DIABOLIQUE’:

An ESSEX - UNIVERSAL Presentation
Released by ELLIS FILMS

JEANNE MOREAU

BACK TO THE WALL

with
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CLAIRE MAURIER +« GERARD BUHR <+ GEORGES CUSIN
JEAN LEFEBVRE + COLETTE RENARD

Adaptation and Screenplay
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In the dead of night, Jacques covers the dead body of @ man with cement, and
walls up the corpse in a building in course of construction. As he works, he goes
over in his mind everything that led up to his present predicament . . .

Returning unexpectedly one night to his home, he makes an unpleasant discovery:
he finds his wife with her lover. Jacques makes enquiries, and finds out that his rival
is a man named Yves Normand.

Then Jacques plans a fiendish scheme: he begins to write his wife threatening
letters, blackmailing her, signing the letters with an assumed name. But his wife,
Gloria, engages two private investigators to find out who is writing these letters.

However, Jacques is ready, and bribes the men to do as he instructs. Through
them, he gives Gloria the idea of noting down the serial numbers of the notes she
pays the blackmailer. Again, with the help of the two men, Jacques then passes some
of the notes to Yves

When Gloria discovers what she thinks is the truth, she kills Yves — and then
her husband, with apparently wonderful generosity, takes charge of the affair, and
gets rid of the body.

And everything is fine . . . that is, until the day when Gloria discovers that her
husband has been behind the whole business. And then . . .

YOUTH

BACK TO THE WALL is a film in which young people are in the majority: —
director Edouard Molinaro is twenty-nine; the assistant-director is twenty-one, and the
average age of the cast and unit is 30. ‘Grandad’ of the unit is famous Chief Cam-
eraman Robert Lefebvre, aged 50. He has worked with every big name director
for the last twenty years, but admits that Edovard Molinaro, whose first film this is,
has a grasp of tension and suspense that he has never before seen in any director.

MYSTERY

Director Edouard Molinare, making BACK TO THE WALL was determined that
the suspense element of the plot should be maintained, even for the cast. And so
the last ten pages of the script were not handed to them until the day when they

actually shot the ending to the film. BACK TO THE WALL stars Gerard Oury, Jeanne
Moreau and Philippe Nicaud.
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At the Paris in New York City

It is a smart and sizzling melodrama that Edouard
Molinaro has prepared in a style of intense realism.
And it whips along in a fashion that keeps the
interest supremely occupied. A crackling French
thriller,” ~Bosley Crowther, New York Times

"The sense of atmosphere and concern: tor consist-

ency of tone, characteristic ot good French directors
Molinaro has in abundance And his virtuosity is two-
fisted for he can punch with his soundtrack as effec-
tively as with his camera.
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Paul V Beckley Herald Tribune

"Don’t miss 'Back To The Wall'.

A brilliant tale, grippingly told. The picture opens with a
breath-catching sequence, then moves at a relentless pace
to a shattering climax.” —Robin Turkel, World Tele-Sun

"Has all the earmarks of another Diabolique
Lee Mortumer Daily Mirror

% % % ¥r. An excellent story, an entertaining, absorb-
ing and suspenseful mystery drama.” “Wanda Hale.
Daily
News
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“It is a smart and sizzling melodrama that Edouvard
Molinaro has prepared in a style of intense realism.
And it whips along in a fashion that keeps the interest
supremely occupied. A crackling French thriller.”
— BOSLEY CROWTHER, New York Times

“The sense of atmosphere and concern for consistency
of tone, characteristic of good French Directors
Molinaro has an abundance. And his virtuosity is
two-fisted for he can punch with his soundtrack as
effectively as with his camera.”

— PAUL V. BECKLEY, N. Y. Herald-Tribune

“Don’t Miss “Back To The Wall.” A brilliant tale,
grippingly told. The picture opens with a breath-
catching sequence, then mowes at a relentless pace

to a shattering climax.”
— ROBIN TURKEL, N. Y. World Tele-Sun

“Has all the earmarks of another Diabolique.”
— LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Daily Mirror

TIRTRA T AR excellent story, an enveridining, absorbing

and suspenseful mystery drama.”
— WANDA HALE, N. Y. Daily News
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