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Bourgeois  values  also  concemn
Sjoberg’s The [udge (Domaren, 1960), taken
trom a play by Vilhelm Moberg. A study
of how a poet goes mad, it contains an
interesting use of a tape-recorder to lay a
trap for the judge who has cheated the
poet out of his money and belongings
Both the film and the play are based on an
actual case ot embezzlement in Sweden.
Varving levels of response are (unfor-
tunatelv) encouraged in this film: from
the moving and near tragic — the scene
showmg the poet ‘lost” in the mental inst-
tution’s garden - to the ridiculous - the
audience cheering at the court trial when
the tape-recorder is produced. There is a
lack of subtlety when the Marseillaise is
sung to celebrate the success ot the
innocent over the tyranny of the authon-
ties. Sjoberg is known to have filmed this
picture  very quickly  which perhaps
explains the recourse to cliché.
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