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THE CONSTANT
FACTOR
CorsTams)

Poland 1980. (96 min.)
35 mm 1.66 format

Director/Screenwriter: Krzystof Zanussi Producer:
Potish Corporation for Film Production: TOR unit; Pho-
tography: Slawomir |dziak, Muslc: Woiciech Kilar,
Editor: Ursuia Shiwinska: Principal Cast: Tadeusz
Bradecki, Zofia Mrozowska, Malgorzaia Zajaczkowska;
Print Source: New YorkerHims, 16 West 81st 51, NY,
NY 10023

Educated in physics and philosophy,
Krzysztof Zanussi makes the movies
of a numane mathematician. He 1s
always asking himself wnere the exact
intersection of freedom and determi-
nation is to be found: must 2 and ¢
always equal 47 andif so, nowtar must
.every 1take personalresponsidility tor
nis life or stagger along in pre-designed
paths? The “stories” in Zanussi's pic-
tures are the materials of life set out in
sUcCh a way o insist on these gues-
tions, as if they were the proofs of theo- |
rems. And so THE CONSTANT
FACTOR is an enquiry into whether
life 1s fixed, consistent and bleak, or
nvaded, encouraged, and threatened,
Dy chance.

lts central character is Witold, who
has finished military service in a para-
chute regiment, and who now seeks 1o
make his lite. His father was a famous
mountaineer; nis mother 1s a pharma-

cist, dying slowly. Witoid gets a good
t but kithng job working for the state. He
has a ghmpse of mysticismin Bombay,
and he dreams persistently about the
majestic widness of the mountains.
He tries to behave well, but he finds life
and its systems messy and comproms-
Ised. He asks the questions, and he IS
suspended between being a slave of
fate and a free man. As always,
Zanussis films can be read as coms-
mentaries on ite behind the iron Cur-
tain; butthey are also models from uni-
versal philosophy. - David Thomson
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