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IF NAMES alone were a guarantor of
an excellent movie, The [Chase,” a
production of Columbia Pictures
Corporation, would have to be ranked
umong the best. Merely glance at the
impressive line-up:

Producer; Sam Spiegel, generally re-
garded as the best of the category; a
man whose films include Bridge on the
River Kwal, Lawrence of Arabia, Swd-
denly Last Summer,

Director: Arthur Penn, noted for his
direction of the successful stage and
sereen versions of The Miracle Worker;
films include The Lef*-Handed Gun pnd
Mickey One.

Writar: Lillian Hellman, considered
Amesea’s leading woman playwrip.d,
Pulitzer Prize-winner and all ll'ul. ( "I"f
screenplay is based on the novel and
plil }hy forton Foote, no slouch him-
'

Starr Marlon Brando, almost univers
snlly thought of as Americn's finest actor,
despite considerable evidence to the
contrary.,

Cast: Includes E, G. Marshall,
Fonda, Janice ‘lule Robert Hmlmd
James Fox, and Henry Hull. While none
of these can ensure u pltlun % box-office
siceess, they tend, on the whole, to
bring to it an aurn of “class.”

an!np: wen The Chase, 1 must sadly

rt that all of the above “names” have
fni ed us. They have managed to tum
out an exaggerated, violent, unintention.
ally lutllcmm account of a Southwestern
town losing its collective mind, the Iurid
events all telescoped into u lwenti;
heur period tluring which the following
oceurs:

A young man, formerly a resident of
the town, breaks jail, heads homeward,
now suspected of being a murderer
along the way.

Pevton Chase

The sheriff (Marlon Brando) tries to
find the convict, first in line of duty, then
to save him from mob violence.

The town tycoon (E. G. Marshall)
attenpts to tamper with the sherill's
dedication, meets [ailure.

A young vice president of the tycoon's
bank bevomes guilt-ridden over having
foisted a bad reputati  on the convict.

Meanwhile, his wife (Janice Rule)
carries on dnunkenly with another of the
bonk’s viee presidents.

Thar ~icz presiddent’s wile is an utter
drunk and, knowing what her husband
is up to, looks zroond for sexual activity
of hev own.

The son of the tycoon (James Fox)
not anly drinks too much, but is not in
love with his beautiful wife (Diana Hy-
land), and loves instead the wile ! lane
Fonda) of the convict,

Decadent partios take place all .ver
town, residents insult Negroes wh.., walk
the streets, an old fellow (Her,y Hull)
snoops around with his wile, a malicious
gossip. Led by one of the bank vice
pm.hlml:. othervise respectable citis

uﬁ(ﬁhﬂ! Brando to within an
hli;.tnflth [ Hmuhm mnhuul-nnmlc
i ' to protect the con-
Mhlhmz)mﬂl.l'hlehkﬂnﬂn\h}'
n helkmising mob. Having completely
failed to mainllln law and order and o
protect the convict, Brando mana In

E:.! tho hnputhn that decency ha

won the day,

That's a briel summary of the events,
and, if you like incident, be assured
lhernu teal more in the film. The

film also has a .4 of the kﬁn{:‘fﬁnmw
social consclousness people 0 think

ulul:nld'lnd conrageous in the %!

ties. May some gowd nctinn?
Well, erdo is about up to his recent
par through the #irst hnlr hut seems to

be overcome ]I}.' the i neral hysterin as
the flm proceeds. (Avgie Dickinson, as
his wife, by the way, is one of the few
members of the cast who manages to
give a restrained, reasonable facsimile ol
a human being through her perform-
ance. ) Sex-crazed through the whole
film i Janice Rule, who gives the role
not onlv her al’, bt a good deal more,
Net effect: parady, Same tor E. G Mar-
shall (and he, with Henry Hull, gets
most of the unintentional Linghs ), Jane
Fonda gets an interesting acting twist by
caombimmg an Eastern Anishingesschonl
accent with what 1 guess is small-town
Texan, James Fox, a British actor, has
the most upnsual Texas accent of all-
slurved, sort o, Av the conviet, Robent
Redlord has several poclic moments,
and s a lot. Miram Hopkins as his
maother=well, best to avert one's embars
rassedd eves from the sereen when she's
o, The moral of the lm is that a dull,
depraved, cormupt town will behave in o
~risis fust like o dull, depraved, corrapt
toswn, = Hovus ALreny,
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