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NEW YORK SUN
S Janunry 13, 1944

‘Lifeboat,’ Alfred Hitchcock
o \ Picture, Opens at the

\ \'q Astor Theater
© BY EILEEN CREELMAN
1 Astor Theater is showing one of the

- years most unusual pletures. “Lifeboat”

migint easiiy have been just a tour de
faree, a picture remarkible simply because
all it aclion takes plaece aboaxyd a lifebont
adrift in the Atlantic. “Lifeboat” is remark-
able for that faet, and for & few more ime-
por{ant oues,. -

In the first place, it I8 good drama. It grips
ihe attention fromm the t}lrﬁt scene, that shot
of a smoking funnel followed by the quick,
tervible sight of a fieighter siuking quickly
and forever, As rapidiy thg camera turns to
the clutteredt sea, centering at last on a life-
boat, Xome one is sitting there, gitting there
Calone, detached, unafraid, complete in her own

cewotism and  the pride of her possessions,

Thas 18 Counde PPorter, war correspondent de
luxe. She i3 joined by others, characters as
amusing and as sharply detined ag her owit.
Alfred Hitcheock, who directed the fiiny aned
ot eourse assisted with the writing, and John
Sieinbeek have managed 10 keep their story

Calive and filled with suspense., Their charace-

ters are strong and also amusing. The picture
is rebust with humor, Mrs. Porter’'s wise
eracks, the disabled seaman’s “description of
Jife with his Rosie, the magnate’s quiel and
soon disputed assumption of anthority, the
engine-roomy’ sallor's soclalistic views, and
their prisoner of war's jollity are all subjects
for fun. The Taughter is Irequent, refreghing
anid good io remember later. |

Director and writer had a sowul idea back
of their drama. They Jdo not stress theilr
symbolism. It ix, In fact, invigible {o the
naked eyve, But the Messrs, Hitchcock and
steinbeck had something to say, more than
the ‘adventures of an oddly assoried group
shipwrecked somewhere ofl Bermusda, 3ecause
thev eavelully avoid any reference to their
renl theme, the picture ix the more effective.

1L is uo propagasda picture, complete with it

ten-minute  speech about demoeracy. Thix
=eems just a melodrama, and a corker. Uns
der  its  exterior plot, giving W depth: il
unexpected force, ix the Hiteheock-8teinbeck
feeling that this is a tale of the democracies,
who go each their own ways, trying Lo reasan,
trying to compromise, never quite sure of their
detinite goal, as opposed to the Nazi, highly

trained, competent, sure of what he wants.
and how to get it, ruthless and efficient. The

squabbling group unites only when it reallzes

the treacliery and cruelly of the man it hael |

bheDriended, | | L
My, Ilitchecock manages to keep the lifeboal

from seeminyg a far from monoctonous back- |

groutd, MHe has eollected a fine cast., each
actor at his top best—Tallulah Bankhead has
never given such n souwd and vivid charac-
terization on the sereen. She makes the most
of the comedy. -She alsoy, withoul any ap-
parent softeuing, brings the film a real emo-
tion. Willlam Rendix plays the seaman who

miust hitve his Jeg amputated hy o Nazt sule

marine eaptain, Walter Slezak plays. that

l
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I eaptain, a genial amd song-loving fellow who

has no merey in his soul, Mary Anderson is
appealing as the Army nurse, and lume
Cronyn as the radio operator, A noweomer,
a1l one o he watched, is John Hodiak, whoxe

portrayal is one of the dominating perforia.

ances. Heéeather Angel appears briefly In a

poignant bit, Canada IL.ee has the small, wal-r
played part of a Negro steward. -
“Lifeboat™ is a brilliantily written and dl-
rected drama of people lost at gea, frightened,
hungry, thirsty, and yet somehow gallant.
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