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‘Dodswnrth 1036 USA 101 mins. b/w 35mm

Producer:Samucl Goldwyn. Director:William Wyler. Screenplay:Sidnecy Howard. Bascd
on the novel by Sinclair Lewis. Music:Alfred Newman. Phntngraphgr:ﬁudo]p@ Mate.
Editor:Danicl iandell. Assistant Director:Eddie Bernoudy. Art Director:Richard Day
Costumes:Omar Kiam. Released by United Artists September 23, 1936.

Cast: MWalter Huston (Sam Dodsworth), Ruth Chatterton (Fran Dodsworth), Paul Lukas

(Arnold Isclin), Mary Astor (Edith Cortwright), David Miven (Capt. Clyde
Lockert), Gregorv Gaye (Baron Kurt von Obessdorf), Maria Ouspcnskava(Barcness
von Obersdorf), Odette llyrtil (ime. Renec de Penable), Spring Byingtnn(ﬁatey
Pearson), Harlan Briggs (Tubby Pearson), Kathryn Marlowe (Emily iicKee)

John Howard Pavne (later John Payne) (Harry), Charles Halton (Hazzard),
Beatrice Maud (Dodsworth Maid).

Even in 1936 Dodsworth was an oddity., for films in which the main characters
are middie-aged have always been the cxception. However, it was based on a success-
ful Broadway play, which in turn had its origins in a2 1922 novel by Sinclair Lewis,
the first American writer tec receive the Mobel Prize. In his novels, Lewis offerad
a sharp and easily assimilated image of the American upper-middle class. Concentra-
ting on singde rcpresentative individuals, such as Sam Dodsworth, Lewis was able to
define dramatically the best and the worst in American life. Other Lewis novels
filmed by Hollywood have included Arrowsmith(1831), and Cynara (1932), both starring
Ronald Colman, and Elmer Gantry (1960) with Burt Lancaster giving an Academy-Award
winning performance in the title role.

In a2 nutshell, Dodsworth is the story of American naivete meeting Europcan
sophistication. Sam Dodwsorth is a decent,successful small-town businessman from
Ohio who, at his wife's uraing, cmbarks on a Continental tour. She had always hated
the dull and insular atmosphere of their small town and, on the brink of becoming 2
grandncther, is trying to foraet her age and find a mcre scophisticated, cosmopolitan
form of life. Uhile Sam embarks on the tour to sec something of the werld, his Fran
goes te win admiration and soon drifts into a series of affairs with several charm-
ing Europeans. Ilthen she announces that she wants a divorce, Sam reluctantly consents
and begins traveling around Europc by himself. En route, he mects Edith Cortwright
(Mary Astor), a shipboard aquaintance, and falls in love with this warm, worldly
woman.

Walter Husten recreated his stage role of Sam Dodwsorth. The part cf Fran had
bezn played on Broadway by Fay Baintor, while Huston's wifc, Hlinetta Sunderland, had
portrayed Edith.

Dodsworth was brought to the screen by Hollywood's foremcst independent produ-
cer, Samuel Goldwyn. Although from most accounts Goldwyn was a ruthless, overbear-
ing, short-tempered, gencrally unplecasant individual, with 1ittle formal cducation,
he nonctheless had a discerning eye for good motion-picturc material, and engaged
the best talent available to film it. Sidney Howard, one of America's leading drama-
tists, was ohly one of such top writcrs as Robert Sherwced, Ben Hecht, Charles
Macfrthur, Edna Ferber and Dorothy Parker who worked on Goldwyn pictures. Goldwyn
was a perfectionist, but one with taste as well. As cne of his stars, Joel McCrea,
wrote, "Goldwyn wanted cverything associated with him to be the very best." And
Teresa Wright, who starred in four Goldwyn films, recalls, "He sct out to make each
film the best he had cver made.”

Directing Dodsworth was William Wyler, working on his sccond film for Goldwyn
after 2 number of years of tuning out mostly routine films at Universal. Golawyn
hired him to direct These Three, released carlier in 1936, and the Wyler-Goldwyn
team went on to bring forth some of Hollywood's finest films. UHyler, teo, was a per-
fectionist, and Goldwyn gave him the frecdom to film scenes time and again until he
aot them just right, bringing that 1ittlc something extra to the screcen.

On set, Wyler arqued frequently with Ruth Chatterten,whom he felt was playing
hcer character in an overly unsympathetic manner. itiss Chatterten had been a Broad-
way star and a Hollywcod lcading lady during the 1920's and early 1930's; by 193¢,
though, her moticn-picture carcer was nearing its finish.

liary Astor, who worked well with Wyler, described him as "an inspirational
dircctor, tough and exacting but sensitive." In films sincce 1922, she spent most of
her carcer as a2 featured plaver in major films or as a leading lady in programmers.
Occasionally, though, a picture came along such as Dodsworth, where Mary Aster could
put everything she had learned to maximum usc in a quality film. Today, she lives 1in
retirecment in Los Angeles, the last surviving star of Dodsworth.

As Sam Dodsworth, Malter Huston was cxcellent:impulsive,bcwildered, firm and
childlike. Throughout much of his acting carecr after 1929 he alternated between
stage and screcen. In 1948 he again showed everyonce how it was done by appearing 1n
his cwn son John's The Teeasure of the Sierra Madre and won an Academy Award. @alter
Hustcn's birthdate was April 6, 1884, Today's screening pays due homage to this
Torontonian's (!!) 100th birthday.

Onc of the ironies in the 1984 motion-picture scene is that, in an cera when
most pecple have far more education than was the case in 1936, a picture based on 2
literary classic such as Dodsworth would stand almost ne chance of being made. Te-
day's T.V.-conditioned audiences, it scems, have no interest in pictures that lack a
shock cr thrill every five minutes. However,as long as well-crafted films such as
Dodsworth arec shown, those of us who prefer something better will have cur vehicle
back to a better time.

_____ notes by John Thompson
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