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Volker Spengler as Elvira

wiilire

a Year with 13 Moo

FASSBINDER'S new
1§ one

not Armin’s story. But the

not a very attractive one.
There are no flashbacks 1in

o RiChal‘

man... Fassbinder’s latest study of the strong am
Casablanca sex chamng

ilrlz,hL this film and Armin, this is

might bhe offended. But when
Elvira finally gets in to see

Roud re

R ED, '
W OE?& g

Listening to the tapes agaln,
he now hears the undercur-

0 ones — like psvchological climate of his  the film: this story is re- him (the  pass-word IS rents of despair of which he
Satansbrew, Marta. or suicide has permeated the counted by Elvira 1o Red Bergen-Belsen) he is not all had been previously unaware.
Chinese Roulette and not like filim. ’ Zora . what we see on the angry. He couldn’t care less, He decides to seek out
the hyper-realist  favourites it begins at dawn: on a screen however is the most he says, what people say Elvira, but when he geis to
like Ali, Merchant of Four riverside park in Frankfurt, horrifying depictions of a  about him as long as they her house, she has already §
Seasons or even The Bitter 3 man has come to cruise the slaughterhouse (in colour, of spell his name correclly ; cz}mmittqd suicide. She is
Tears of Petra von Kant, Polish immigrants; he gets course) that 1 have ever Saitz with an *ai,” and not found, lying on her hed. next |§
It also is one of the best, beaten up. Why? Because seen. The pretext is that  the usual “ei” | to Saitz who 1s busy screwing

One hesitates to say the
“latest 7 Fassbhinder. because

they discover that he is not a
man, but a woman. What

Erwin was a butcher, but its
emotional effect goes much

Saitz 1s  presenled as a
{otal megalomaniac and, dur-

wed  Zora, tolally unaware
(or uncaring) that Elvira is

at the rate he makes them  they don’t realise (and nor  further, preparing us for the ing his interview with Elvira, derad. ‘ |
and the way he makes them, do we, for a while) is that  slaughter that is to come. he and his henchmen are I'here will be some. 1 am §
some that are started earlier  krwin had been a man, but Not  physical  slaughter watching an old Dean Martin  sure, who will say: this is §
are finished later than others he has had the drastic Casab- however : what we are Léxbmz{ and Jerry Lewis film on tele- too special a case. There |

which were started later (if
vou follow me). It 1s very

lanca operalion and is now,
to all intents and purposes, a

o witness 18 the destmetiqn
of a human being. Klvira, In

vision. Suddenly Martin and
Lewis go into a parade Tou-

canno! be more than a tiny
number of men 1in the world

difficult to know which 1s the  woman : Elvira. . effor: lo find out mere ne. and Anton and his ~ who have had this operation | |
newest Fassbinder film. When FElvira, black-eved  sbout her past, goes with cohorts follow suit; —even why should anyone be inter- §

Like The Bitter Tears, the ;14 pruised, gets home, her  Zora to the {}rpﬁawwe where  Dilvira joins in. It is a fantass ested 2 But they would be §
new one has a homosexua howfriend is forious. He has édhe s o amllwa'sks Gjg. tic scene, quite grotesque  Wrong, Iﬂthm}{. 11:1&(:1&15::{:., as 50§
subject. But the difference in 1.4 enough of her whoring,  ter Gudrun (played by Fass- &0d quite myslerious: a kind often, TI'assbinzer uses the [
the way this subject-matter 1S 4454 he packs his bag and hinder's mother) for more  Cf grisly triumphal march of xlreme example, thef f}:;an-
treated made it the most  jaayeg for good. Elvira tries cetails. fiihe* tells  her/him the German economic lier situation, as a mewpnor f

exciting event at the Rotter-

dam Film Festival.

io stop him, stands in front
cf his car, almost gets run

that when he was eight, a
woman and a man came 1o

““miracle.” |
The meeting with Sailz so

for emofions and probloms
that are mucn more general,

First, I should explain the " ..er and is finally left lving  sece about adontine him unhinges Elvira that she Nor do I think the interest
title : given the diffcrence be- o the sireet. Red Zora T v 8 ' hegins to grow really desper- of the film is resirvicted to
tween our solar calendar, (Ingrid Caveny), ihe I*_;:am "[h_e way the woman ate. She cuts her hair short nomosexuals of eitner sex, al-
with its 30/31-day months,  fvjendly neighbourhood pros- spoke, Sister Gudrun got the  yng  ridiculously dressed in  though Elvira’s constant role-
and the lunar calendar with  (j{yte. ~ picks her off the idea that she was In fact  porrowed men’s clothes, she  switching has an  obvious

its 28-day months, every so
often there is a vear with 13

ground, fixes ber facc. and
buvs her a drink. And Elvira

LErwin’s real mother. She also
seemed 1o percelve that the

goes to her ex-wife Irene and
asks her t{o take her/him

applicaticn, No., hike most of
Fasshinder’s films, 1h:s 1s an

moons : 1978 was one of (.15 her storv. woman was very afraid that  pack again. Irene and her  allegory about the strong of
those vears. According to She/he was raised in an ner husband would discover - [afkarcading daughter are  this world and the vreak;
Fassbinder, peopie whose orbhanage Windaégprmiicid lhaﬁtﬂ this chlld was really  1oih sympathetic. but Irene  what the strong do to the
existence is based mainly on \ ’ hers. So finally, after Ivin tells him gently that it 18 weak; and how the weakss

their emotions are likely 1o
suffer severe depression and
even catastrophe during such

t0 be a butcher. She/he had
married his master’s
daughter Irene and they had

for months in hope, little
Erwin was not wdopted.

The next station of Elvira's

really too late for anything
like that.
Flvira rushes off. and the

go {0 the wall. Even a rcal
woman who had fallen in

love with one of the Anlon .

years. ?31}ggﬂdﬁar?mm?heghem1?;,3' CH}?‘EET}’ 1S d 1’}511 'H}l Aﬂlﬁf{ only person leit who might Saitzs of this world would
One has no way of know- 77 | .. o Anton Saif: Saitz, the man who, all~ pe willing to listen to her, probably have come to a

ing if this astrononical/asiro- ::lpgl‘eﬁ *C% mi-* ”i ‘3{;‘ eddi %y vnknowingly, was responsiblé  perhaps to help her (but  similar end.

logical statement has any 27C On¢ €av A€ PIREECE wop  for his sex-change. Times  how?) -is, she thinks, the Actually, we have 1o go

validity : sensitive readers Qlﬁ‘}“& courage "f = j\ﬂ‘(}*‘- have changed, however ; Saitz  journalist who had inter- back to the mocon which has

can check it for themselves: that he loved “him. AN hag hecome one of those in-  viewed her. But when she  its pernicious effect, as Iass-

between Erwin, the hero of

iy i g e i . L

"y

C it ™ ek i el -l

wim

jokingly replied : “‘Well, if

may be¢ a woman, but he i1s

" . Y .
o
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grown all-powerful,

" = = m

should have let Elvira stay.

Peoce,

the years with 13 moons dur- ; 1 ] credibly rich and incredibly  gets to his home, the journa-  binder maintains, on these
ing this century were 1908, ~ YOU WEI€ @ gUi. - . - . corrupt real-estate specula-  list’s wife reminds him that  whose existence i3 Dbaseds
1929, 1943, 1957, and 1978. Without stopping to think., tors who abound in Frank- he has to get up early next  primarily on their cmotivns,
The next one (thank God)  Lrwin takes the next plane  {urt. morning, that it really is a  And herein lies the perhaens
will not be untii 1992, to Casablanca where he has She/he has been urged by - little late, and perhaps Elvira  the ultimate meaning of {be
In any case, it is no secret  his total sex-change. But on  her/his ex-wife to make this would care to come back filim: those who live princi
that the man [asshinder has  his return. Anton just laugns  visit, bocanse the previous  some other time ? pilly by their emotigns pre
been living with and whom  at him. Although the oper- weck, in a magazine inter- Elvira leaves, but the jour-  vulnerable, and 1ihere will
we saw in  Germany in  alion may have been techni-  view  about  {rans-sexuals,  nalist, switching on ‘the tapes  always be enough poonle of |
Autumn. committed suicide cally a  success, Erwin  Elvira had mentioned Sailz  cof his interview with Elvira, the other kind to vrey on |
in June of 1978. Although  (Volker Spengler) is too tall,  ps the cause of her operation  begins to have a funny feel- them, to  exploit thom. |
‘there are a few resemblances  too muscular, too big. He  and Irene is afraid that Saitz, ing, as he puts it, that they Armin/Erwin/Elvira: Rest in }
i



