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James Nosen i dramalic
ciudy of dangers of wonder
c¢rug, cortiscoo, - Weli-Cone.

oy

Hollvwood, Aug. 14,

£oth-Fox release of James ‘
duction. Stars Mason, Barbara Rush, Wal.
ter Matthau: features Ilgbert Sumon,
Christonher Olsen, Doland Winters, Jlusty
iane. i{achel Stenhens, Kipp Hamilton.
Dirccted by Nicliolas Ray., Slory sand
screenplay,  Cyril Liume, Richard Mal
haum; based on a New Yorker article by
Lerton Rouche; camera (De Luxe Celoxd,
Joz MacDonald: editor, Louis Loceldier;
music, David Raksin, Proviewed Aug. 1,
‘56, Running time, 95 MINS.
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James Nason has picked a pow-
erful subject for his first 20th-IFox
sroduction and delivers il wilha
quite g bit of dramatic dislinction
in carrying out the suporvisory
duties and as the male Iead sub-
jected to a miiracle drug expeoeri-
ment.  “Bigger Than Life’l ex-
poses the good and bad in corti-
sone, showing it {o have the po-
tential to work great curative won-
ders, or to destroy physically and
mentally a8 wrongiul user. There’s
a ceriain amount of controversial
material in sucii 2 subject and any
pro and con that develops might
be helpful at the boxofiice.

A greal deal of care is taken in
the forceful, rvealistienllv drafted
sereenplay by Cyril Hume and
Richiard Mailbaum to give both
sides of the case, while at the same
time telling 2 gripping, dramatic
story of people that becom2 very
real under Nicholas Ray's wornder-
working direction. The periorme
ances are standout. under his

Inson pro-

rruidance, with BDarbara Rush carn-
ing pariicular pralse for her work
as Mason’s {roubled wife., IU's an
extremely moving  portraval of
great depth and shading.

Mason is exceptionally fine as
the modestly-circumstanced grade
school teacher who undergoes a
series of experiments wilh corti-
sone {n the hope he can be cured
of a usually fatal discase. At first
the experiments progress prome
isingly, but he begins {0 overdose
himself and scme startling person-
ality changes occur, building a
merbid kind of suspense {o the
smashingly dramatic climax in

which the teacher is prevented
from carzying oul his infention of

killing his son. his wife and him-
scll, A hopefully happy erding
put a belicvable tag on the gbsorb-
ing 95 minutes. | |

Christopher -Qlsen secres with
his tremendously eflective study
cf Mascn’s young son. - Tuere’s no
toucli of moppet précociousness in
nis playing. Waller Matthau reg-
isters strongly as ¢ho famliiy friend
who prevents o tragic end to the
story, while Rokert Simon and
holand Winters are 'good-as doc-
fors. Rusty Lane, school principal:
Kipp Hamilton, g flirty teacher:
hachel Stephens, a nurse; Lewis
Charies, Gus Schilling and others
lend the melodrama very good
SUDPOr. ~ | | -

The CinemaScops lensing iIn De
Luxe Color by Jdoe MsacDonald
leads fhie st of & number of stand-
out assists, which - include editing
by Louls Loef{lier, sound by W. D.
Flick and Harry M. Leonard, art
direction and set decorations by
Lyle R, Wheeler and Jack Martin
Smith, and Walter M. Sccit and
Stuart A, Reiss, respectively.
David Raksin’s score, conducted by
Lionel Newman, figures impore-
tantiy. ‘Brog.
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