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EMPEROR JONES

John Krimaky-Gifford Cochran produc-
tion Aand United Artlats release.  Slars
Paul Itobezon, with Dudley Digees. Frank
Wilsan, Fredl Washinegton and Ruhy Elzy
in =upprort. Directed by Dudley Muarphy.
Hasedl on play of same pame by Kuzene
" &eill, with mlaptation by Dulinse Hay-
ward. Mus=ical arrangement hy Roaamond
Johnsan., 1'hotography by FErnest Haller.
Recorling by J Kane, At Rivoll, M. Y.,

Sept. 13, Running time, 30 mins.

Thrulus Jome®, . ourennresonnnns Taul Robeson
Smithers. ....cceavsncicsssqs.Dudley Digges
Fe T e A el Frank Wilson
TUndine. .. cosssssnsscssss Fredl Washington
b T2 e ek R P R b AT bty (T HUH ITuhy Elzy
oM. ccssnsnssnsOeorge Haymid Stamper
Marcella. . casserninainnaiin Jackle Mayble
Treasaurer., ... seerssssses Bluebay O'Connor
Carrinelon. , ... e Nrandon Evans
R = M R L L n Bt i g . ara Taylor Gordon

Artistically "Emperor Jones' ranks
high In cinematle achievement and
for Paul Rolbson It marks a per-

zonal triumph, but as a commerclal
property It is doubtful. Plcture's
circulation will be greatly limited,
not only In appeal but in exhibitor
acceptance,

The eouth s entirely lust to It
for conaumption by whites, while in
the colored theatres down In Dixie
some question aris.s as to whether
it will not meet opposition. It is
understood already that colored
operators below the Masgon-Dixon

line are ohjecting to the use of the
term ‘nigger,’ which may have to
be cut where aoccurring If exhibition
is wanted for the Ethiopian trade.
What 'Emperor Jones' loses in

Lthe south and elsewhere In America
where it may be considered (oo
highbrow and O'Neillish, it has
chances of making up in the foreign
markets. With Robeson popular In
England and Europe, these markels
will undoubtedly bring it a good re-
turn,

The O'Neill play always enjoyed
a class rather than a mass appeal
and thus Its best groasing possibil-
itles are limited to the larger urban
centers of the U. S. In the medium-
slzed and smaller localities, it Is not
regulation screen fare. That prub-
ably explains why the O'Neill play.
produced 10 years or more ago on
the stage and highly esuccessful in
New York, was never purchased
before for filming by any of the
major producers.

A character study of a culored
genllernan with a Napoleonic com-
plex, it .8 more strictly the portrait
of an individual, perhapa, than any-
thing O'Nelll has done, comparing
closely to his ‘Hairy Ape)” rather
than a situation piece, with plot, a=
‘Anna Christle’ and *Strange Inter-
lude, both of which have been
fimed.

The Krimsky-Cochran twaln, who
lined their already well-velveted
pockets through ‘Maedchen in Uni-
form,"” have attempted to build ac-
coptable film plot around the Drutus

Junes who bLecomes an island em-
peror. While achieving this in a
degree greater than othera might
have, the picture s still a character
study of a Negro whose audience
acceptance will either be sympathe-
tlc or unsympathetic, according to
viewpaolnt,

The furest settlngs eerily effec-
tive and the monotoenous thumping
af tom-toms adding to it, Robeson’s
performance of a madman, shoot-
ing at apparitions which appear in
the darkness untll crawling Into the
hands of hila followers to recelve
the silver bullet, 13 one of the best
thinga ever contributed to  the
screen.

Picture was produced at the Par
Astoria studlos, where the budget
obviously wus not encumbered to
tha detriment of production wvalue.
The settings themselves are Impos-
ing. notably of the emperor's i{sland
castle and the forest,

Robeson Is the entire plcture, but
in Dudley Digces, asa a white trash
Cockney trader, he hasa chief of sup-
port that is excellent. Minor per-
formances are contributed by col-
ored artists, including Frank Wil-
2on, IFredi Washington and Ruby
Flzy.

In a couple sequences Lhe record-
inz Is not as clear as desired, bul
not serlously a fault, Char.
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