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By JUSTIN GILBERT

The homrt' of war is uwalli;
expressed—at Jeast on film-—
terms of destruction and desola-
i polish mport at the

a
New Yorker, drt is the denomin-

ator.

Not just mere dirt, but filth
and excrement that line and
choke the sewers of Warsaw, Im-

the, advance of Poilsh
ters moving through it
e the Nazi juggernaut above
rolls into the city hours before

jts World War surrender.

Iththisatfd,and%:mﬁous
waters it, t invest
YKanal”® cﬁm‘g graphic quality
of fetidness unequalled by an.
other movie. ¥or, after the first
few minutes In which the utter
hopelessness of the Poles is tell
ingly communica the picture
shows the exha fighters or-

s, 2Tog

'Kanal’ Captures the
Stench, Horror of War

dered into the sewers as the only
possible means of moving about
to harass the German advance.

The futility that awaits discov-
ery by each victim ineluding men
and women from all of
life, and the frightful muck and
effluvium through which they
wade, make “Kanal” a plece o?
ﬁmtgmfn tmwdeled mi the m:regn

ury and superb artistry by
director Andrzej Wajda.

The acting is magnificent. Lead-
rs include Teresa l1zew-
Tadeusz Janczar, Wienczy-
slaw Glinski and Tadeusz Gwiaz-
dowskl.

The English sub-titles are about
as graphic as anyone could hope
them to be.
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