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Eratic fantasies

For the secand time the ZDF Television ploys Department hava asked Stephen Dwoskin
to make ¢ film - and they have received a work which s <5 extrordinary, so

disarmingly persenal, se frank and shamelessly honest, as little else of what is

usually presented by a public medium,

Stephen Dwoskin is ene of the mast erotic film makers ever, When he made his
appearance at the end of the sixties, practically neboady realised which precisely,

was the .centre from which he created his eretic fantasies and festivals of intense

pleasure. After his first film "DISABLED" was made for ZDF one knew.

Dwoskin born In New York, and warking in Londan since 1964 |, is extremely,
disabled, Pelio chains him to a wheelchair or 1o crutches. On wheels or swaying
on his crutches, camera in hand, he gropes his way towards his mystrium from which
he never feels excluded to woman. He shows her in a loving, almest greedy manner.

in "OUTSIDE IN" more than in all his earlier films he puts himself forward - himself,
the cripple, with an enourmous longing for being touched and embraced. In many

little episades he sketches his remembrance of desires, real situations, plays, ‘ears

and loughter, shamelessly.

For instancs the sequence of the young woman who cleans his reom. Abaut ten times
she enters the reom making the same gestures. The last time she asks whaot he wants

- first, love or coffee,

Rarely has a film maker ever talked so freely abaut his own abdamen - Dwaskin
the cripple does so. He also shows a young weman whe uses his supparting corset
as a girdle - he laughs and sighs with her an his bed. Or onother ene whe with
high heeled shoes pushes away his crutches and whom he learmns to pull to him

when folling.
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Again and again the film maker himsa!f can be seen, warking in his kitchen,

always nearly failing in quite simple tasks, secure in his insecurity.

One may smile and encounter the disabled man in an easy monner, as he himself

is smiling, tensely, ironically, and sometimes quite light haartedly, In the end
he addresses the viewsr and gives him - shagld this still be necessary, his absalution,

This viewer has not [aughed about, but with o cripple. He has been happy and
enjoyed himself,

"OUTSIDE IN" Is technically the mest perfect fjim of Dwoskin's wark so far -

and has been made in the Yaar of the Disabied. It surposses in its cruel and

beautiful frankmess, all | have se far seen in this connection, and ! sheuld

love to see ¢ double bill of Marlies Greff's "DISABLED LOVE" and Stephen Dwoskin’s
"QUTSIDE IN". They are beth, raflection and honast practice.
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