CineFiles

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

"Objective, Burma!"

Motion Picture Critics' Reviews

1945 Feb 05
review
English

481

3

Objective, Burmal, Walsh, Raoul, 1945

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



L]

“Objective, Burma!

Y')')

Screen play by Ranald MacDougall and Lester Cole, origimal story by Alvah Bessie, directed by Raoul Walsh,
DI uced by Jerry Wald, photographed by James Wong Howe, presented by Warner Brothers Pictures.

YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM
January 26, 1043

Put 'Objective Burma® Down

As One of Ten Best in 1945

NEW

li)' ;\.IiTOX CGQK
O ean start vour 1043 list of 10 best pic;
tures right now with "Objective 13urcii,
Mhere is o name not likely to be erased
from the select list, and it should have a
prosperous stay at the Strand. Tﬁiﬂ_‘ i 01}3
of the great war stories Hollywood bhas turne

ot . )
The story is a situple oue of the heroisin aud

fortitude with which a set of American soldiers
frewved the jucredibie dificulaes Oof ulli}'.hiuﬂil
raid in jungle warfare. It is & harsly picture,
4 harrowiiny experience to sit through. -Also,

it ix il of excitemuent at a pitch the sCreen

canhof often achieve, _ -
‘The raid was to he carried out by a compan)

of baratrouvps, dropped uear a Japanese radar
Hf:lgitill in tﬁe jungle. The first part of it J_ﬁ:ﬂgt
with perfect luck. The Japs were 3111‘;:-1'&,&Jl .
destroyed and the station was demolished in
uick time,. R

k Things «didp’t begin to go wroug uptil the
men ot to an abandoned air strip where
nlunes were to pick them up. There the:,: ran
into un amboash and had to warn the rescuing

planes gway.
Has Alr of Reality

From then oa it was day after day of hiking
througl the jungle, with Japs hunting themw
releutlessly.  Planes oceasionally spotted thew
s dropped supplies, but the parachuting
crates of (lnmi and ammunition also ﬂervt;.f} to
guide 1he Japs to the windling party. Lhey
fouusht skirmixhes, pitcbed battles, sbot their
wiy ont of new ambushes, each one taking its
tell in the xlender ranks., The story is based
entirely on its authors' imaginations, but every
single episode of it has an air of reality, Per-
haps none of these things have happened, but
a4l of them could have. _ ‘

he picture has heen written and acted in
the rugged spirit of real armny men. When
things look worst, there are times when
mutiny wavers over the group. These are
vilinnt voungsters, but the pictures doesn't

selans over weaknesses that might crop up in:

the st of men.

Hollywood Hates Hard _
rrol Flynn in “Objective Burma” is the

srood nelor he ean be when seript and director
- are right.

RRaoul Walsh, the director, has
eurhed all of Flvnn's flamboyant habits, and
he makes this captain of paratroops an earnest,
hard-thinking voung warrior. a scntimentalist
toward his men and full of ruthless hatred
townrd the enemy. The fervor of hatred ex-

nressod in this picture is stronger, by the way,

Runnlag time: 2 hours, 22 minutes
THE CANT '

Capt, Nelwaon ... ssassensesssdirrol Fiynn
Livcutenant Jarobs ........ Wiiliam Prince
Sergennt Treaey oo oe o fames Brown
Gatbby Gordon ............George Tobias

Mark WHIEMS v v e s ves e, a. Henry 1{uil
Colonel Carter oo no.. Warnoer Andersen
} 3 207413 1 BT ceoodthn Alvin

Licutenant Darker ......8tephen Richards
Nebraskit ... iiiasereses . Dick Frdman

Miggloori ..., S ses s e Tony Caruso
Capinin Henpessy. ...... . Hugh Deaumont
NOgRIesSen Liiiiiieecese.JJohin Whitney
Brophy ... .iiiiiiiiaaiina.,, Jael Allen

Seapy Higgins ..............Buddy Yarus
Captadin Li ... cvviviees oo Frank Tang
IFred " Hollis ...v.cvneees . William Hudson
sergeant Chettu ........Rodric Red Wing
Gurkha .....cveoeot. JAgit Keoomur
- Co-pilot ....... ....John Sherifdan
. Major Fitzpatrieck ........Lester Mattheows

2 A #F 5 ¥ =
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than Hellywood ever dared (o go in cariier
productions.

The other roles are all eowmparatively small
Standing out among them is lienry Hull as n
grizzled old war rorrespondent, George Tobins
with his salty humor and Dick Frdman, a
frightened, bewildered, tousle-headed stripling.
Every detail of the acting is able all through
the east, A for feminine facey, there ure ouly
8 few flecting glimpses of pative women.

This I8 not a picture for weaklingr. But if
your emotional stamina can stand up under
the jmpacts, “Obgective Blarma™ bas g mel-
orable and rownrding experiecnce awiiting vou,

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE
Janusry 27, 1948

“Objective, Burma”

By OTIS L. GUERNSEY, JR.

ARNER BROTHERS have brought an-
otber magnificent war film to towan.
“Objective, Burma' is to the paratroops
ns “Air Yorce” was to the flyers and *“Des.
tination Tokyo"” to the undersea fleet; and it

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)

ix worthy of inclusion in their illustrious
compnny.  “Objective, Durma” spreads =a
drama of grim Jjungle fighting across the

sereen until_ the action and souspense rearh
teeth-chattering proportions,

The screen play by Hanald MaecDoyggll and
Loster Cole has two squuds of parafroopers
takiung oft from g Burma buse to perform a
raid on a Japanese Hadar post, then to bhe
whiskked back to gafety by two transports on
nn abandoned gir strip., The sceret of the
Him's suceess i8 its use of pure motion picture
terminuiogy to tell dts story.  jnder Haoul
Walsh's direction, pictures worth ten thousuand
words take the place of dialogue in most of
the seepnes, The war that is spread through
;'t)h_h-vtiw, Burma®™ Is narrative diection at s
TR

For inxtance, no digloegue 18 needed to de-
seribe the emnotlions wriften on the faces of the
men a8 they are about to jumnp from the plane.
No words could desceribe their tense readiness
asx they ereep throuph the punecle, obeving the
stlent commands given by Krrol Flynn as
their captain, Willnun Prince s theldre tieuten-
ant or James Brown as a sergeant,  Their
Knifing eof the seniries and attack on  the
Japanese pnst is gelf-explauatory;: and even
when the director wishes to deseribe their
plan of attack, he carrier through with his
visual story-telling by haviug an  outlipe
drawn in the dirt with a stick.

The real horror begius when the trans-
ports cannot lund beeguse of enemy action, and
the squads find they must walk back to their
base through 200 miles of jungle.  Suspense
beging to rise like 1 thunderhead as they fight
their way forwurd loxing man after man in
skirmishes or under Japanese torture; and
still it is the Cimpera that unfolds this drama
as they cut through the junglc and slog
through the mud. The Iast scene, in which
eleven exhgusted survivors entrenched on s
hilltop fight off a whole enemmy company at
night with both {rickery and firepower, ig one
of the best-staged, most hair-raising battle

scenes that have rcowme out of Hollywoodl.

Jach actor in this all-male cast builds gvin-
pathy around himself until one hopes des-
perately that he will get out alive.  Errol
F'lvnn giver a4 characterization that leads one
of his men to reinarkh C1d follow bim ddown
the barrel of a cannon.,” William Prince and
James Brown are likeable yvoung Americans,
aid Ifenry ¥ull is a war correspondent who
larns what the boyvs are fighting for., Georgsa
Tobias supplies most of the comedy relief.
The otbers may be too nulnerous to mention,
but each makes an important contribution to
the film. “Objective, Durma” is distinguished
hy their performances and by Walsh’s usc of
perfect wotion picture technique. 1ts under-
stuted dialogue combined with eloquent and
widespread picturization make a taunt, thril-
ling blackbuster of a war melodrama at the

Strand.
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The CBI Boys Tackle Burma
v v

. By JOMN 'T. McCMANUS

N oeelurn, you niight say, tor the roasting

Holivwoeod took late last year frem that

distant and lonexoine corner of the war,
the OB theater, Warner Bros. in Objective
Murma seein to hiave traveled half-way areund
the world to turn the ofhier cheek, o

Fromy the viewpoint of us ¢iviians, sitting
tn movie hoeuses here at hoe stouling o i
slmpse of what it wust be like in the tangled,
trackioss world of the Axiatic frout, Objeetive
Burima is ohe WwWhile of a movie!

-l ol

The soldiers way, of coeurse, avail  theme.
celves of that isulienable fighters” privilege

amd gripe to high heaven over it but for uy
dough here at howme, the CBLU theater can have
all the DBetty Grable pietures and  welvole,
1500k hoine, woe need tigliting lihas Evniz S
muci sineerity, sction, boeowing  excitenient,
appeilling suspease, rousing sueeess and bhrass
Gieka valie: and with as little selo herows
and scernnbled-cpg rank as Objective Hurma

The tili's original objective is g encmy
ridar station, tucked somewhere “m_!iw Jagi-
infected  DBurma forests.  Two C-47s loaded

with paratroepers set out to tfind iv and blow
it g after air bombiung bas soughbt 1t out
in vdain.

Just for anu added touch of fluvor—and un-

doubtedly beocause a4 one-tine pewspaperigin,

Alvah  Bessie  (Brooklyn  Eagle), wrote the
original story —an aging war cvorrespondent,
tleney Hull, goes along.  The return rendez-

veus, alter the mission has been siceomplished,
s an unused airstrip in the joungle, built by
the Birltish before the Japs overran Buriag.
The correspondent, 2 gpare, pipe-smolking
vdditor in peacetitne, asks one quostion about

his  parachute:  “Suppose  this  thing  dou’t
opeq e’ :

"t that ease,” the eaptain {(Errol Flyan)
riu!l]ittﬂ* “)ﬂnil‘li‘li l!l‘l t];.‘.l- lirh‘t Ill r[t:i‘.ii lili*
praing.” _ _

The parachute deseent i o benaty, Bittesd

tute the Rim straight our of the Army's best
doctmentiary footage, amd the Radoar siation
is found, with the help of o Chinese caplin
atd o Burmexe gaide, and disposed of with
aitnest iraciious  dispateh and without  a
sePiutels for our sidoe,

Bul then things start to Juippen. Ambuxh
Hter ambush siriKes as the group secks ont
ifs rendezvous, A uew, distaut meefing plase
iy nrranged by walkie-talkie cominnnivation
with  the  bhovering iransport  phlines. Tl
aroup divisdles o two, Se that there mway be a
chanee for survival for one if not the other,
Pinys lutetr, one of the groups linds the nthor,
bButehered in 4 Juap-held native village,

I the stealthy, steady jungle fighting, the
ot weadkie-taikie is destroyed. From now on
(hey o it with mirrers, hopetully  flashing
sipcnnds frotr tiny clearings toward furaway
prhanes searching for them. '

They finally muake contiact; supplies are
tdrapped by parachute (o the Dushed fighters
andd the Bist remaant pushes on to the ordered
rejedesvoeus, ot a0 high B in the . north, in
e opipoxsite direcetion from their base. In the

List hannl the aoving correspoandoent gives .
At when the survivors finnlly reasell the ap-

peinted hill, it is # peak overlooking "nowhere

ansd rinped with Jap puatrels to hoot, -

it then, after an endless pight of Aghiling
off Jap assaults, g new day dawns and with
it o nngrniticent,. overbead pay. off—fhe fall-
sender dnvasion of Duarms, wilth planes filliag
tlice why “Hke Drogsdsway and 42d Sireet” 3
bnintityl bliveard of parachates, rlideors riding
gan HRe floating freipht cars, dispgorging wen,
e, bulidozers, cantions, It I~ a roseus
atid nn oending with o veugeasnes, in spadgos!

P am nio expert 1o Army ways, but Objeetive
Burma has that apmistakeable air of intipite
ecrte i attention to detail, and saying the
rinhst thing it the right phiece, A for faees,
tae few  vou  reeognize-<like Pivun, Goeorge
Fohias, Henry Huall and ek Frdmabh-——are
faftedd ux pewtly s the Army m foolage into
s eoupleied whole,  Along with Air Foree,
Wiauhe Isluand iind BDewtination Tokyae, Objee-
tive Boarma is apother auignificent dramatizie.
ishe of the war,

POST
1891n

NEW O YOKRK
Junuary 27,

'‘Objective Burma’,
Mission Accomplished
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PFOCGR ® FAIR o GOOD » EXC%LENT

By AKCHER WINSTEN

HhE, beest thing thind eonld ever have hap-
peocd  fo the adventure tibn in whieh
Wiarner Brosx, used to spoecialize tukes place

in “Ohjective Burma” the factual thriiler at

MOTION PICTURL CRITICS' REVIEWS
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“Objective, Burma!
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the Ntrand Pheadre, Tt has been given a strae.

ture of actual events and treatment of the
docmentary v, Froon CAlr Foree”  to
“rwstinntion Tokyvoe” this methed was in the

provess of development with excellent resulis,
“Obhjective . Barmua® it cubminates with o
piciure which is an almost perfect thing of
s kind,

If vou want to gain an iden of how perfect

it s, Dplease eonsider the fact that  krrol
Fivun himself does net profiriude from the
utferly convineing  exploity of these paras-,

troopery ralding Burina, He ix there, a8 eap-
tain fud leader, but you hiave to look fwiee
fo convinee yourself it's the summe ofd Nrrol
without the polish on his aetor's bhriss,

The picture starts with  General Stibhwell's
famous stntement, T claim we got a0 beating,
It is humiliating as hell.  Ete” Now {he re-
tnvaxion is being set in motion with n prefim.
inary puratrooper raid on a Jap ruadar sta-
fion, Quite simply this is the story of getting
Llicre, doing a job and getting ouf, |

The picture’s action is so brilliantly cingbt
by . the camern that it bDecoiex i mpasterpleece
aof suspense and thritls,  Actand films of battie
might be less convineing, Just s they would
necessarily be less explicit. The sense of {och-
iical geenracy is constant.

The moment of hysteria wihey Jupuanese tor-
tnre handiwork comes {o light g sufficiently
brief not to cause miore thian o passing recoi-
leetion of inferior tihins., Whether or not you
like that kind of thing in u i, the fact 18
thaf{., although the spectacke of men eracking
emotiomwnily never finds its way into docunmen-
fary tihis, it does happen.

Trom begiuning to end “Objeetive Darma’
koeps its eye on the subjeel with mphifary con-
centration. You will bhe greatiy and pleasantiy
surprired to find how absorbing the experi.
euee ean be o And when they fell yon after-
wirds that you have been sitting quietly bit-
ing vour nails with excitemwent for {wo hours
il fwelity two minutes you're apt Lo con-
sider somceone a har. 10 proves again {hat 4
Bate picture doexun’t need o seoin long.

’

Familiners amoug the xoldiers are George
Tobias, Wlames Browe,  DPhiek Erdmang and

Forrol Fivan,  Heury Hall upholds the right
af the press {o be overywhere, see evervilhiang,
amd have some of it happent to them., In doe-
fanll of evidenee to the confrary praise goes
ta dircetor Raoul Walsh for makbfg "Objec.
tive Burma® scem excecedingly real, I these
aren’t getually MerilVs Murauders, they'll do
for all sereen Hurposes.

#

NEW YORK TIMES
Januury 2%, 1915

‘Objective, Burma’, a Realistic and
Excitingly Told War Film
Starring Errol Flynn, Opens af
the Strand Theatre Here

.

1{}c Warners have achieved a stariling de-
gree of  realism in “Objective,- Burmas”
which opencd yesterday at the Strand. This
is without question one of the bexst war ftlms
yet made in Hollywoad, There are no phony
neroies by Errol Flyvon or any of the other
members of o uniformly exeotent east, These
boys condnet themselves like real soldiers and
even the pewspaper correspondent is o ercdit

to the eraft.  The Warners have errd only
in the film’'s excessive length., It ruus ap-
proximately two hours and twenly minates,

or roughly thirty minufes more thah appears
{0 boe absolutely necexssary.

“Obdective, Burm:” s the hard-bitten story
of a group of tough, tight-lipped paratroopers
who are dropped deep in the Dhurmese jungles
o wipe out a troublexome Jap radar stution.
Many of the sgeenes are {he real thing, anud
the shots of the bovs jumping eul of the
planes look as theugh they were borrowed
from the Arinv’s filne arehives, In faet, the
whole pleture has  a  rirong  documentary
gquality, even in the writing,  There KU
pricingly little dialogue and what is sadd 38

spoken tersely, or with o touch of carthy
Litimor. _
hese troopers appear o be a composite of
(e fammous  roups  kuown  as  Mernmdl's
Marauders apnd Winpate's Ratders, for this
dceonnt deals moxtiy with a harrowing trek
aeross Burma's diffieult ferrain, After dee

stroying the epemy nndar unit witheut o
ouastiity, the raiders are mmbushed by a Jap

wtrol as they await their sky taxis in a
51111;:;1{: clearing., Cut coff, they xset out for
another airstrip, aceording to  preuarrangoed

plans, but they are doggedly pursued by ihe
Jups all the way and eventually are left with

1o other ehoice than te walk their way ot
{ighting. , _ :
It i8 n heroie canygniign, indeed. Pitehed

batilen with vasily xuperior Jdapanese seareh
patrols are frequent, and are explosively de-
picted.  Yei, at no time doex any of the nction
snuick of improbability. 'The hostility of the
jungle leaps out overpoweringly from the
sereen. The pight scenes are especially of

Feb, 5, 1945 .
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al’’ —continued

!

ot
feetivd in their eeriness, fhe stillnexs of the
sorund track being broken only by the weird
eries of Lthe birds and animals, And there
is ot tremendousiy exciting sequence when the
Japs attempt to storm the Ameriean position
in the dark,

Errol i*lyvun has never had a better role than
that of Captain Nelson and he has never im-
bhued a portrayal with so nueh realism., As a
middie-nged reporter, who expires near the
end of the grueling mareh, Henry Hall is ex.
cellent.,  The eoply resson we singled those
two out from George Tobias and all the others
is that Lhey have the strongest roles,

“Ohjeetive, Buarma,” directed  exceedingly
woll by Haoul Walsh from 3 first-elass seript
by Ranald MacDougnll and Lester (Cole, 18 #
«tirring tribute to the sterbayg tigiding ey
who helped to reopen Burma after the initial
Japanese onsiaught in the Puacific.

| T. M. P

NEW YORK DAILY 'HE_wri
January 29, 1015
‘Objective, Buma!l' Is
A Thrilling War
I

Film

e
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ARNENR BHOTIHORS have added another

fine and thrilling war picture to their
list, of recent sereen achievements.  In
“Objeetive, Durma!” which came  juto the

strand Theatre yesterday, they come close to
eyunling in suspense and thrills their produe-
tion of “Destination Tokyo,” which was one
of the best war films made in Hollywood dur-
ing 1944,

Irrol Plynn is listed as the star of the pic.
fure, but neither he nor any other member
of the cast can take a special bow, sinee they
41l work together like a well-trained teamn,
to bring to the people of the United States
this particular bit of the war in as realistic
i pIanner as possibile, _

U'nder Raenr Walsis astate di_rm*nuu. 133
nhiony war heroies arc eschewed 1o favor of
restlistit,. There is a minimum of dialogue as
a group of paratroopers go about aecomplish-
ing a imission that immediately precedes the
recent re-entry of Burma by Gen. Stilwell's
ATrmNYy.

lny a foreword to the picture, the genceral
is quoted as saying that his retreat from
Burma after the first campiaign was a humili-
ating experience and he is determined to re-
Jdeent himself and his men by going back iuto
Burmg with a rehabilitated force and clean
out the Japsg from that particular portion of
Asia.

Trip Into Jungle

The camera follows the boys whe are s¢nd
into the jungle to demolish a radio and radar
station before the main operation begins. Un-
dor the comimmand of Capt. Nelson, apd ac-
comipinied Dy a newxpaper correspondent, the
soldiers nre . briefed, take off in a trausport
plane, are dropped near their objective and
accomplish their mission without a single loss
of life. They are returning to n desigpited
spot te be picked up by plane, when a Jun-
anese patrol spots them and prevents them
from making eontaet with the rescuce party.

From then on, the group is bheset by a
cories of mishaps and Japanese soldiers, as

they try to make their way back to the bhase

on foot. 1t's an agenizing trek, filled with
suspense, as they creep through the quiet
jungle,

The picture is long, it runs two hhours and
iwentv-{wo minutes, but £ 18 epun-lctvly
faseinating for every one of those minutes.

ITenry ilull, Jomes DBrown, William I’rince,
Dick Krdman and Gearge Tobias copstitute
Fivan's ehief support, bul cvery man in the
cast deserves eredit for giving us so abxorb-
ing and prideful o ghimpse of thie aecomplishk-
moents of our soldiers in the jungice,

NEW YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN
Jonunry 2% 1915

'‘Objective Burma' Shown
Af Strand Theatre

By ROSE PELSWICK

N vOhjective Durma,” at the Strand ‘Theatre,

Warner BDiros., present o remarkably vivid

picture of wen uander fire.  Lhere s no
conventional movie plot s such; there 18,
instead, terrific drama in an almoxt docunien.
tarv-like aecount of American soldiers tighting
their way through Jap-infested jungles.

Vnfolded with a grimness of detail that is
af thimes almost unbearable,. the {(Him depicts a
proup of paratroopers who gire assigned to
demolish a Japanese radar station somoewhere
in Durma. Veterans of the New Guinea cam-
paigns, the men make the jump and accon.
p%’fsh their mission without jncident or casu-
nity.

Puge 481
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“Objective, Burma!” —continued

ol . b m—r

Then they mahke their way to the air «sirlp
where plubes are to pick them up, but by this
time they've been spotted by the enemy and
have to try to get back through the jungle 1In-
stoad.

sitgn of Courage -

And the narrative that follows is o gaga of
dogged persistence and high courage in the
fact of Lhearbreaking  obstacles, Literally
erawling through the dense follage te the
ghrill and eerie pipings of jungle wild life, the
oxhausted men sev thelir number lessen uas the
Jap ambishies becomie more frequent.

In A Burmese village they eolic 4¢To8s Colt-
rades wlho tave been tortured annd mutiiated
by the encemy. When =supply planes do drop
sorely necded food and anununition, the falling
parachutes only attract more Jap snipers,

When their walkie-talkie is smashed, thoey
lose their last contart with the home base,
yat semehow they kKeep going through the
peritouts days and nights,

The picture is told with a3 mintmum  of
dialogue, and the actors, headed by Errol
Filvan as the puaratreop captsin, Henry Hull
a8 4 newspaper esrrexspondent, Diek Frdman,
Gzenre Tobiis, James Brown and Willimm
l’r{mvﬂ autonp atbers, gare excellent in their
Foon,

To Raoul Walsh goern eredit for the taut
direction and Alvah Bessie, Ranald MaeDougall
#dd Lester Cole are responsible for the grip-
ping story and servenplay. The picture isn't
pretty, but it's tremendously effective,

e — ——

NEW YORK SUN

January 27, 1045

'‘Objective, Burma’, Melodrama
Of o Paratrooper
Raid in the Jungle

By EILEEN CREELMAN

Hic Latest war picture, "Obljlective, Buarma,”

opented ol the Strand; aned it seemns as jong

a8 the war itself, Thixk in high-teurion mvrle-
dramu, for an hour and a half asg exciting as
any of the battle tales, No pleture can Keep
up that pace for nearly two and a half hours
without battering its audience into weariness.
At least oene spectator suffercd a1 plight case of
battle fatigue after 142 minutes of the RBurmmu
jungles. '

The Warners time their openings shrewdir.
Now, with Burina once more on the front
}mgeﬂ, the Strand picture is thmnely. 'The open-
ng was held up for just the right moment,
“*Obiective, Burma’ describes the andventures
of o group of Amnerican parastroopers dropped

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)

IO miles behitned the Japanese lines, They are
to dertroy i radar station., They do =0, tak-
ing the Japanese post by rurprise and mow-
ing down, with maehine-guns, each enemy
soldler asx lie leaves the mess hall,

Japiiiese vengeance was to he expected.
with nat  least sixty Japanese soldiers
~hinghtered. The Americians almogt  eseape
sent.free. At the last moment they realize
eneiny ftroops have caught up with thewn at
the airfield., Cuapt. Nelson orders away the
Americnny plunes and arranges a rendezvous
two dnys hoence at another place. The next
two hours are concerned with the paratroopery'
kérugirles with the iungips.
with the Japanpese, t
nly a handful of the original group escapes,
The misscion at least had been accomplished,

The film is told tenrely, with only a few
Wwarner editorializing speeches, Hud it heen
thirty minutes shorter the plcture would have
heen twice as good., It I8 hard, after twe
hours, to fcee]l the same keen intereat in the
paratroopers’ fate,  The length causes  re-
petition, although much of the picture i3
antonishingiyv fresh in its use of wyr material.
Henry Hull plays the middle-aged, plucky
war correspondent, Errol Filynn the steady-

nerved captain, Willlam Prinece one of the
veteran  officers “Obhjective, Burma” in an
erxcellent battie thriller, wade tedlous by

lack of editing.

their rEirmishes
weir final desperate fight.
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