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igns of Life (Lebenszeichen)
Directed by Werner Herzog
West Germany 1967, 16mm, b/w, 9o min.
With Peter Brogle, Wolfgang Reichmann,
Athina Zacharopoulou
German with English subtitles
HERZOG'S FIRST FEATURE, which marked a
turning point in the renaissance of
German cinema, is an original mixture
of Quixote-madness and case history.
The central character is a wounded
German soldier sent to sit out the war
in an isolated Mediterranean garrison.
Unhinged by the torpid circularity of
island life, he is driven mad by the
incredible vision of a valley filled with
thousands of small, whirring windmills
and stages an insane, one-man revolt.
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