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MOVIE REVIEW

Flashy Feats of Technical Skill

- The Los Angeles Film Oasis is presenting a potpourri of
erotic and cerebral experimental films in a program called
"Funny Business," which screens Sunday night at 8 p.m.
- at the Haymarket, 715 S. Parkview. Assorted camp, futur-
istic, feminist, Bicentennial, structuralist and student
styles will be represented in the films of George Kuchar,
Sally Cruikshank, Mary Beame, Adam Beckett, Linda

- Heller, Josie Ramstead and Dan Mason.

Kuchar's "Pagan Rhapsodies" and. "Portrait of Ramona"
are outrageous romantic movie parodies, parlayed with
television soap opera and sex.

"Pagan Rhapscdies" begins with a sweeping scene of
ocean waves which are intercut with hands performing
thunderous piano trilis—and recall many similar movies.
The story concerns a husky, mustachioed composer who
asks a film-maker to immortalize his love affair with a
dead countess by turning it into a film.

The director sends the composer a voluptuous, heavy-
lidded lady who tries out for the part of the countess
wearing a flowing white gown. Her brief but torrid inter-
Iude with the composer is accompanied by shooting stars
and obtrusive orchestration, after which he goes away on
business and she calls in her friends for an orgy.

Concurrently, the director auditions the leading man.
Then, alas, the composer comes home unexpectedly and
reaps a gruesome revenge.

- "Portrait of Ramona," also by Kuchar, possesses a Ray-
mond Chandler sense of nostalgia and jaundiced lighting.
It opens with stock shots of traffic that look like "Week-
end" with music that sounds like "Now Voyager."

‘Two brothers live together with a large dog in a neigh-
borhood that has seen vetter days. One sibling is a kinky
photographer; the other is going berserk. On the tube,
"Another World" signs off, followed by a commercial and
the onset of "Somerset." The television programs mirror
what's happening in the movie. Extravagant lovemaking
~ scenes are always being interrupted by non sequiturs and

a ringing telephone.

- Both films are bizarre, and flashy feats of technical skill
~ display Kuchar's juggler-like ability to make fun o: and
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render homage to Hollywood.

The program also contains Sally Cruikshank’s “Quam
the Quackadero," a vivid kaleidoscopic *Westworle
which is animated and snide. "Paul Revere Is Here" t
Mary Beame captures the American experience in anim;
tion, and "Album" by Josie Ramstad is a five-minu
cogent feature about becoming a woman and feelir
shame. —LINDA GROS
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