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eggizni, .Claude Dauphin; features Ray-
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 Film is an excellent recreation
of & colorful French pericd. Brisk.
in style and full -of pictorial in-
“terest, it ‘'saberly recounts a famous
tum-of—-the-century love affair, This
ove, which ‘ends in murder and the
,guiﬂat.ne takes place in the'Gallic
sgangster ap:lche milieu. If has fine
-atmospheric quality, brilliant-thes-
ping and topflight production and
technical ‘values. Film would need
slotting in a specidlized : house
stateside for best results. Word-of-
‘mouth and erix should build a good.
rep for the pic among-the-art house.
set, It has good explmtation value
on theme. and period. - .

.. Based on a true story, it recounfs
.-th., love of apache moll Marie for
the honest, dircet and svmpathetic
Manda. The affair is spiked by the
sly, brutal Leca, head of the mob,
who wants = Marie for himself.
Manda, followmg the apache code,
is forced to kill a rival to gain his
Iiarie. Leca has him hauled off to
prison on a frame. Manda escapes,
and finding that Marie has given
herself to Leca to help get him
free, tracks down Leca to kill-him
in 2 police station before the
startled gendarmes.

Though there is brutality and a!
bedroom scene, this shouldn’t have
censorship pmblems for it is part.
of the locale and character of the
film- without any suggestive over-.
tones. s

Jacques Becker s direction is per
fectly controlled and free of arti~
fice. . He makes his - characters
human. and. moving. The entieing
period costuming, biting language
and socfal pattern of the group
aren’t overdone. Simone Signoret"
gives Marie a cynical, sensual ex-:
citing appeal that makes this a
standout role. Serge Reggiani is,
excellent as the forthright Manda;
wao-fellaws his passion to the guil- ;
dotine.. Claude Dauphin. is, perfect.]
25 the ojly Leca who poses as an'
honest wine merchant Whlle cheer-
-fglly ‘masterminding . his ‘band ‘of"
‘¢culthroats. Leénsing, is tops ‘ and!
u!it.ing_ gives fine' teinpo.. ~“Cas'qe:
D'Or” is the gang name for Marie, |
who wears her gnldcn mane like a J
- Old Spanish helmet.. - . <« Mosk.. -
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